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INTRODUCTION

The process of discipleship is a life-long journey, not one 
checked off on a list. Yet there are discernible characteristics 
we would expect to see in the life of someone who has 
journeyed with us at WMB Church for 10 years as we 
communally submit our lives to Jesus. The characteristics  
of The 10 Year Disciple are not something we arrive at.  
They are an ongoing process in all who call Jesus Saviour  
and Lord to submit daily to becoming more like Him. 

Our hope is that as you work through this booklet, the Holy 
Spirit would captivate your heart and challenge you to take 
discernible steps towards Jesus and others. May it stir you  
to grow your faith and not just settle for where you are.

      Blessings, 
      Pastor Chris
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PURPOSE

This booklet is intended to help the WMB Church staff, 
Leadership Board and congregation to understand the 
characteristics we are looking for in people, in response 
to God’s word, as we engage our mission of “making more 
and better disciples”, and our vision of being “a people 
transformed by Jesus Christ, with faith to change the world.” 

Over the next 10 years, knowing that we remain fully 
dependent on God the Father, the mission of Jesus Christ  
and the work of the Holy Spirit, this document will serve to:

 · Clarify and define what we mean by a disciple in  
 our mission statement;

 · Call staff and lay leaders at WMB Church to live  
 and model these characteristics;

 · Help staff and lay leaders to shape ministry and  
 focus discipleship; 

 · Identify areas of development which staff and  
 lay leaders may not naturally emphasize and to  
 make any necessary corrections;

 · Help produce better disciples who will then make   
 more disciples and ultimately help us fulfill our  
 mission and vision statements;

 · Establish assessment tools and metrics for the  
 Lead Pastor and the Leadership Board.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET

As you walk the journey of The 10 Year Disciple, this booklet  
is a guide, providing tools and ideas for growth and for 
inviting others alongside your journey. 
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For each characteristic, you’ll find some simple tools:

SCRIPTURE TO CONSIDER

Scripture is full of wonderful stories and insights.  
We’ve picked a few to highlight the Biblical rooting  
of each characteristic.

CONNECT AT WMB

Find a few next steps, or starting points right here  
at WMB Church.

EXAMPLE EXPERIENCES

One or two insights into ways you can incorporate the 
characteristic in your daily life.

BOOKS TO READ

A few books we’ve read and enjoyed provide thought  
provoking, topic-specific challenges.

WHAT ELSE YOU’LL FIND

OUR DISCOVER DISCIPLESHIP SERIES

The connect points are often our Discover Discipleship Series.  
You’ll find a full listing towards the end of the booklet. 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

As you read through these characteristics, you may encounter 
some language that is unfamiliar to you or may carry cultural 
baggage. We encourage you to refer to the Glossary at the 
back of this booklet to understand what WMB Church means 
by these terms. 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF A 10 YEAR DISCIPLE

The characteristics outlined here are discernible behaviours, 
attitudes, experiences and internalized truths or realities, 
which come out of deep convictions and beliefs and a growing 
relationship with Jesus Christ. They are best molded and 
shaped within the context of community, where others 
are invited to speak into the life of the disciple and to help 
discern, interpret and apply God’s voice. 

THREE RELATIONAL SPHERES

We have placed each of these fifteen characteristics under 
three relational spheres: 

Relationship with God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)

Relationship with the Church (spiritual family) 

Relationship with the world (a Kingdom orientation for 
people and groups outside of our church, including those  
who do not call Jesus Lord)

DEFINITION OF A DISCIPLE 

“A Disciple is one who increasingly brings all of life under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ and leads others to do the same.”

      —SOMA 

Discipleship is an ongoing journey as we follow Jesus each and  
every day. The journey has a beginning, middle and end, but  
the important thing is taking the next step. These characteristics,  
therefore, will be a life-long pursuit in many ways. Beginning 
with the end in mind, these fifteen characteristics represent 
what we hope to see pursued and lived out in the lives of 
those who call WMB Church their church home, after being 
part of our church for 10 years. 
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RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

The first 7 characteristics in The 10 Year Disciple refer 
directly to our relationship with God, challenging us to 
develop a personal and intimate relationship with the  
One who created us.

Jesus is our loving Creator; the One who formed us in our 
mother’s womb, the One who knows us best and still loves us 
most. He had a great plan for us to experience His Kingdom  
on earth, but our choices led us away from Him and into sin, 
separating us from our perfect and blameless Creator. 

From the very beginning, as our loving creator, God planned  
to pay the penalty for our sin through His sacrificial death on 
the cross, enabling us to re-enter relationship with Him: this  
is the Good News of Jesus!

We do this by acknowledging we are sinners, in need of 
grace, accepting His death on the cross for our salvation,  
and believing He rose from the dead to give us new life in 
Him. When we accept this truth, we become His children, 
restored in relationship to our true Father.

We receive His Holy Spirit which empowers us to live in 
response to His never-ending, never-giving-up desire to  
be in a love relationship with us. As Christians, we respond 
in love to God by ushering in and demonstrating what His 
Kingdom will be like one day, living a foretaste of heaven on 
earth. We love others, because in Jesus’ Kingdom perfect 
love will bind us all together in unity with Him. We act in 
peace, reconciling others to God and one another, because 
in the Kingdom of God we will experience perfect peace 
forever. We experience joy regardless of our circumstances 
because we know this life is temporal and we are now citizens 
of a Kingdom that will endure forever with complete joy.
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Here are the 7 characteristics we would love to see  
developed in your relationship with God over the next  
10 years at WMB Church.

 · Identity is Rooted in Jesus and the Father’s Love

 · Yielding to the Holy Spirit

 · Practicing Communication with God 

 · Bible as a Guide for Life and Knowing God’s Character

 · Joyful and Contemplative Worshiper of God

 · Responding to God’s Grace with Repentance

 · Stewarding God’s Resources as Entrusted 
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IDENTITY IS ROOTED IN JESUS 
AND THE FATHER’S LOVE

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Experiences God’s deep love found in Christ and His 
 saving work on the cross;

 · Lives life in response to the cross and not to earn God’s love;

 · Prioritizes relationship with Jesus, showing evidence of  
 dealing with personal idols in their life, while also helping  
 others to deal with idols in their lives;

 · Finds identity as a follower of Jesus, made in God’s image  
 and pursues His call, inviting others to join the journey;

 · Prayerfully works through issues of past experiences and  
 with overall emotional health, working towards becoming  
 free from insecurities and issues; 

 · Pursues counseling and/or spiritual direction when  
 needed, actively using their journey to join in the healing  
 process of others.

SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

John 1:10–13

1 Corinthians 15:1–11

2 Corinthians 5:14–21

Ephesians 1:4–8 & 13–14

Galatians 2:15–21

Check out Week 1 in the “He’s Your Dad” devotional CD or on Sound 
Cloud to hear church leaders provide more insight connecting these 
passages to characteristic #1 in The 10 Year Disciple.
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CONNECT AT WMB

Home Group 
Growing in Christ is best done in community with others 
who know you deeply and can challenge you to understand 
how God really sees you.

Discover Christianity 
Start the journey of placing your identity in Christ.

EXAMPLE EXPERIENCES

Create a Genogram spiritual family tree of the heritage your 
family has passed down (a link on how to do this is available on 
our website). Chat with others about what you learned.

Create a timeline looking at the experiences of your life from  
the past that have shaped you (a link on how to do this is available  
on our website). 

BOOKS TO READ

How Good is Good Enough?; Andy Stanley

The Prodigal God; Timothy Keller

Why You Do What You Do; Bobb Biehl

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality; Peter Scazzero
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YIELDING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

A 10 Year Disciple:

 · Follows God’s Spirit, yielding and obedient to His promptings  
 and convictions;

 · Describes how God’s Spirit is at work in their life and in  
 the lives of others, and how they’ve participated in the  
 work of God’s Spirit in these circumstances;

 · Articulates how God’s Spirit has spoken to them through  
 personal and corporate study of scripture, God’s still,  
 small voice and promptings, confirming circumstances,  
 godly advisors and God’s silence;

 · Understands the Fruit of the Spirit in their lives and others  
 can name this fruit in their life; 

 · Is aware of and can name the gifts of the Spirit God has 
 given them and recognizes gifts of the Spirit in others. 
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SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

John 14:23–27

1 Corinthians 2:11–16

1 Corinthians 12:4–11

Galatians 3:2–5

Galatians 5:16–25

Check out Week 2 in the “He’s Your Dad” devotional CD or on Sound 
Cloud to hear church leaders provide more insight connecting these 
passages to characteristic #2 in The 10 Year Disciple.

CONNECT AT WMB

Discover Shape 
Focuses on the Holy Spirit and an understanding of who He 
is, and the spiritual gifts He gives. 

Worship Evening 
Through worship and prayer, take your maturing relationship 
with the Holy Spirit to the next level, in a space like Room  
to Breathe.

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Start a daily practice of making space and taking time to  
listen to the Holy Spirit—discern His promptings in community  
(godly advisors), looking for affirmation from God’s Word, 
confirming circumstances and God’s silence.

Find an intensive course, like an Alpha Course: Holy Spirit 
weekend, and spend time digging into the Spirit. As a youth  
or young adult, experience retreat with your peers.

BOOKS TO READ

The Holy Spirit Booklet (Questions of Life Alpha Series); 
Nicky Gumbel

The Power of a Whisper; Bill Hybels

Crazy Love; Francis Chan

Weird; Craig Groeschel

The Rest of God; Mark Buchanan
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PRACTICING COMMUNICATION WITH GOD 

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Comfortably talks with God regularly through prayer— 
 both privately and corporately;

 · Experiences and practices different forms of prayer, which  
 have expanded their communication with God (e.g.: liturgical,  
 centering, quiet/silence, fasting, solitude);

 · Understands the ways God speaks to them and are able  
 to discern His voice and direction in their lives and in the  
 lives of others;

 · Prays and intercedes with and for the Body of Christ, for  
 friends and enemies, and for the global Church.

SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Matthew 6:5–15

Luke 5:33–39

John 17:20–26

1 Timothy 2:1–4, 6:5–15

James 5:13–16

Check out Week 3 in the “He’s Your Dad” devotional CD or on Sound 
Cloud to hear church leaders provide more insight connecting these 
passages to characteristic #3 in The 10 Year Disciple.

CONNECT AT WMB 

Home Group 
Pray regularly with a group to grow your understanding of 
prayer and help see God’s answers.

Prayer Team 
Join the prayer team (see the website for times and locations).
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EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Fast for 24 hours from sundown to sundown. Do not consume 
anything other than clear liquids, praying for a particular situation.

Take an experience of solitude and silence in prayer. Do not say  
anything for six hours, calming your thoughts before God so 
that He might speak to you.

BOOKS TO READ

Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals; 
Shane Claiborne and Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove

The Circle Maker; Mark Batterson

No Greater Love; Mother Teresa

Celebration of Discipline; Richard Foster
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BIBLE AS A GUIDE FOR LIFE AND KNOWING 
GOD’S CHARACTER

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Understands and can demonstrate how the Bible is the  
 final authority in all matters of life;

 · Understands and can communicate the basic beliefs  
 and doctrines of being a Christian, as understood in  
 the Mennonite Brethren (MB) confession of faith;

 · Has read or listened to the Bible from cover-to-cover  
 at least once and knows how to read the Bible with  
 understanding, and helps others to do the same;

 · Practices the discipline of regular scripture study; 

 · Has a deep knowledge of the character of God, as  
 given in scripture, which they share with others;

 · Shares the story of God in their lives and how they are 
 being transformed by reading the Bible, applying the  
 scripture they memorize;

 · Regularly engages with scripture in a communal setting  
 (Home Groups, with friends, family times, etc.) where  
 interpretation is checked through the lens of others;

 · Shares God’s story, as revealed through scripture.

SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Matthew 18:18–20

Matthew 5:15–20 

Joshua 1:8, Psalm 1:1–3 & Mark 4:24

Psalm 19:7–11

2 Timothy 3:16–17

Check out Week 4 in the “He’s Your Dad” devotional CD or on Sound 
Cloud to hear church leaders provide more insight connecting these 
passages to characteristic #4 in The 10 Year Disciple.
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CONNECT AT WMB

Home Group 
The best way to study scripture is in community  
with others.

Discover Following 
Learn how to study the Bible for personal and  
communal application.

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Read one chapter a day through one of the four gospels, 
ideally with a friend. Ask these three questions each day: 

What did this mean to the original audience?

What is the transferable truth for today?

How can I apply that truth to my life?

Read or listen through the Bible in a year with a friend or on 
your own. Find a one year Bible reading plan online or get 
the Bible on CD.

Follow along with Kids Ministry as they walk through the Bible.

BOOKS TO READ

Bible: Message Version, NLT, NIV, NASB 

Why and How I Should Read the Bible; Nicky Gumbel 
(Questions of Life Series, Alpha)

Reading the Bible for Application; Chris Stevens  
(available for free on our website)

The Bible for Everyone; N.T. Wright 
(book-by-book commentaries)

30 Days: A Practical Guide to Reading the Bible; 
Nicky Gumbel
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JOYFUL AND CONTEMPLATIVE 
WORSHIPER OF GOD

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Understands worship of God to be an act of submission— 
 dying daily to their own agenda, picking up His agenda  
 and living for Him;

 · Understands the reality of God’s indwelling presence in all 
 facets of life—every day and every moment—and their life 
 reflects their worship of God through relationships, service,  
 recreation, work and/or school;

 · Expresses worship of God beyond the vehicle of music,  
 comfortably worshiping Him privately and corporately,  
 inviting others to join them;

 · Demonstrates joy in worshiping God, understanding the  
 importance of declarations of praise or thanks as well as  
 times of contemplation;

 · Appreciates and practises different styles and types  
 of worship which do not dictate or limit the ability to  
 worship freely.

SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

John 4:23–24

Exodus 16:2–6

Psalm 100

Romans 12:1–2

Hebrews 12:28

Check out Week 5 in the “He’s Your Dad” devotional CD or on Sound 
Cloud to hear church leaders provide more insight connecting these 
passages to characteristic #5 in The 10 Year Disciple.
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CONNECT AT WMB

Sunday morning church services 
Worship in song, prayer and learning every Sunday.

Worship Evening 
Engage in an intimate setting, like Room to Breathe,  
to worship God deeply.

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Attend a city-wide worship and prayer event.

Try worshiping God through some of the modes talked  
about in the book Sacred Pathways.

BOOKS TO READ

Worship Walk; Gareth Goossen

Sacred Pathways; Gary Thomas

Spiritual Disciplines For the Christian Life; Donald Whitney
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE 
WITH REPENTANCE

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Recognizes sin as that which misses the mark of God’s  
 perfect plan for their relationship with God and others; 

 · Chooses God’s perfect plan for relationship over the  
 enticement of sin, agreeing with God that these things  
 are sin; 

 · Takes sins of omission and sins of commission seriously,  
 understanding the propensity for self-justification;

 · Focuses on what is good and pure in order to live for  
 God today and for eternity; 

 · Has a growing awareness of personal sin and actively  
 receives God’s grace and forgiveness through the cross; 

 · Is intimately aware of the struggle between spirit and flesh; 

 · Avoids a lifestyle of sin, has a growing awareness of  
 worldly idols, while extending God’s radical grace and  
 forgiveness to others;

 · Takes practical measures to live in purity, setting appropriate 
 boundaries and guardrails in areas of personal struggle;

 · Establishes key relationships of accountability  
 wherever needed;

 · Is aware that sin exists in themselves, in others and in  
 the world. 

 · Vulnerably names their own sin while walking a journey  
 of repentance and redemption with others.
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SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Matthew 16:21–28

Romans 3:21–26

Romans 12:1–15

Ephesians 2:1–10

Galatians 5:16–26

Check out Week 6 in the “He’s Your Dad” devotional CD or on Sound 
Cloud to hear church leaders provide more insight connecting these 
passages to characteristic #6 in The 10 Year Disciple.

CONNECT AT WMB

Sunday morning church services 
Participate in communion with the church on a regular  
basis, reflecting on our need for forgiveness and living  
a life of repentance.

Home Group 
Find an accountability partner to help you keep short  
accounts with God.

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Write down the sins you need to confess to God and light  
them on fire, dip them in bleach or tear them into pieces, 
knowing that God has purified you from all unrighteousness.

Go to a trusted friend and confess your sins; ask them to pray  
with you; set a time to follow-up.

BOOKS TO READ

How Good is Good Enough?; Andy Stanley

What is the Gospel; Greg Gilbert

The Grace of God; Andy Stanley

What’s So Amazing About Grace; Philip Yancey
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STEWARDING GOD’S RESOURCES 
AS ENTRUSTED 

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Recognizes the responsibility to be a good steward,  
 knowing all our resources have been given by God;

 · Understands their accountability to Him for:

Time: They are intentional in living out God’s priorities. 
They consciously choose not to waste the gift of time, 
but to invest it in things that matter for eternity.

Talent: They ensure their skills, abilities and influence  
are used for purposes of Christ’s Kingdom and not  
only for personal or familial gain, but for the benefit  
of others as well. They invest these talents in ministry, 
both inside and outside the church.

Treasure: They have intentionally decided on a percentage  
of financial resources to:

 · SHARE generously through tithes, alms, offerings  
 and gifts.

 · SPEND, limiting possessions and managing resources  
 for Christ’s Kingdom.

 · SAVE for the future plans God has for them.

SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Matthew 25:14–30

Matthew 6:19–24

1 Chronicles 29:10–14

Malachi 3:8–12 & Luke 11:43

2 Corinthians 8:1–17

Check out Week 7 in the “He’s Your Dad” devotional CD or on Sound 
Cloud to hear church leaders provide more insight connecting these 
passages to characteristic #7 in The 10 Year Disciple.
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CONNECT AT WMB

Discover Shape 
Learn about the areas you should serve in considering your 
spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality and experiences. 

Volunteer 
Check out our website for all the ways to volunteer with  
a service/ministry team.

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Create a budget, decide on the percentage you will share, 
save and spend. Keep a ledger sheet to ensure you are  
following through on your commitments to God. If needed,  
get help with your financial stewardship through WMB 
Church’s Barnabas financial coaches.

Give to the local church by registering for direct debit or 
through the offering collected on Sundays. Learn to trust 
God with your money.

BOOKS TO READ & 2 WEBSITES

Debt and Budget Management Help; 
CAPCanada.org and DavidRamsey.com

Generosity; Gordon MacDonald

Fields of Gold; Andy Stanley

How to Be Rich; Andy Stanley
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RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE CHURCH

God calls us to love His Church and to love one another.  
He asks us to love those we can see in a way that reflects  
our love for the One we cannot see, and that love will cover 
over a multitude of sins as we journey together as a church.

Like in any relationship, our relationship with the church  
ebbs and flows. The church is a collective of people who 
represent Jesus in a local community. They are centered 
around distinctive beliefs and ways of living out those beliefs. 
At times the church will hurt us, because people hurt people, 
knowingly and unknowingly, as broken people in need of  
a Saviour. You will not find a perfect church no matter how 
hard you search, because the moment you or I show up, 
the brokenness of our own humanity contributes to our 
collective brokenness and our need for Jesus. But you and  
I can each find a church we want to commit to and grow  
our faith with, agreeing to get on board with the vision that 
the local church expresses, engaging in the community and 
learning to practise mutual submission. 

Here are the 3 characteristics we would love to see 
developed in your relationship with the church over  
the next 10 years at WMB Church.

 · Committed to the Church

 · Engaged in Christian Community

 · Practicing Mutual Submission 
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COMMITTED TO THE CHURCH 

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Is a covenant member of WMB Church and participates  
 in the ordinances of communion and water baptism, inviting  
 others to join them at the Lord’s Table and be baptized; 

 · Is available to baptize others when equipped;

 · Speaks highly of both the local and broader Church  
 recognizing the Church as Christ’s bride;

 · Encourages people to come to WMB Church while also  
 celebrating the diversity of churches in our cities and  
 looking for the best church-fit for individuals;

 · Sacrificially engages in the life and ministry of WMB  
 Church, regularly participating in:

 · Worship services on Sundays

 · Home Group, practicing blessing, resting, learning,  
 celebrating, worshiping 

 · Acts of service, including family chores within the  
 church, along with the use of spiritual gifts

 · One of WMB Church’s Anchor Causes through local  
 or global missions, engaging with neighbourhoods, 
 the marginalized and their generation

SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

1 Corinthians 1:10–17 

1 Corinthians 12 

1 Corinthians 14:26–40 

Hebrews 10:24–27

Hebrews 13:7–21
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CONNECT AT WMB

Discover WMB 
Gain an understanding of WMB Church’s mission, vision  
and objectives, and the various ministries that are part of  
our church. Learn more about The 10 Year Disciple, and 
develop a deeper understanding of what being a covenant 
member means.

Discover Shape 
Explore where you should serve, considering your spiritual 
gifts, heart, abilities, personality and experiences. 

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Attend church on a weekly basis; get involved in serving 
in our Anchor Causes; become part of a WMB Church Home 
Group or one of our community groups such as: Discover 
Discipleship, Tuesday Morning Break or Seniors Ministry. 

Become a covenant member of WMB Church, committing  
to the vision and mission of the church.

BOOKS TO READ

Churches that Make a Difference: Reaching Your 
Community with Good News and Good Works; 
Ronald Sider, Philip Olson, Heidi Unruh

Deep and Wide; Andy Stanley

The Body; Chuck Colson
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ENGAGED IN CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Participates in a WMB Church Home Group, doing life  
 together with others, focusing on habits of: learning,  
 worshiping, resting, blessing and celebrating; 

 · Understands that participation in a Home Group is key  
 to integration and relationship at WMB Church and to a  
 personal discipleship journey; 

 · Takes responsibility for the people in their group and  
 their group-member relationships, in loving and caring  
 ways, outside of the group’s meeting times, through 
 phone calls, general life involvement and by providing  
 help when needed; 

 · Practises hospitality within the church through Home  
 Group and invites others into their community.
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SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

John 17 

Exodus 16

Acts 2:42–47 

Colossians 3:12–17

Ephesians 4:1–16 

CONNECT AT WMB

Discover Community 
Learn about the Trinity and understand more about  
Christian community. 

Home Group 
The best way to learn about Christian community is by  
experiencing it with others on a regular basis, within a  
Home Group.

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Join one of the 6 Discover Discipleship Community Groups.

Gather a few friends together and start having conversations 
about the Bible and faith. Use the weekly message handouts 
from WMB Church as a guide. 

Check out our website for how to participate in a service/
ministry team or community group.

BOOKS TO READ

Creating Community, 5 keys to building a small group 
culture; Andy Stanley and Bill Willits

The Tangible Kingdom; Hugh Halter and Matt Smay
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PRACTICING MUTUAL SUBMISSION

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Is teachable, living in submission to one another and to  
 the leadership of the church;

 · Lives in accountable relationships within WMB Church  
 and is vulnerable with these select few who challenge  
 them to go further with Christ. 

 · Invites other Christians at WMB Church to know what is  
 really going on in their life and invites them to speak into it;

 · Commits to work on relationships with other believers in  
 order to set a positive Christian example and witness —at  
 home, the workplace/school and ministry context—living  
 in peace, forgiveness, reconciliation and love; 

 · Engages in appropriate calls to leadership and/or service  
 and recognizes and encourages giftedness in others.

SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Matthew 18:15–20

Romans 12:9–21 

Romans 13:1–7

Philippians 2:1–11

Ephesians 5:21–33

CONNECT AT WMB

Discover Community 
Learn about the Trinity and understand more about  
Christian community. 

Discover WMB 
Gain an understanding of WMB Church’s mission, vision  
and objectives, and the various ministries that are part of  
our church.
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EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Participate in a WMB Church Home Group, youth small 
groups or as a Young Adult Leader.

Take the next step and become a covenant member of  
WMB Church.

BOOKS TO READ

A Tale of Three Kings; Gene Edwards

Overcoming the Darkside of Leadership; Gary L. McIntosh 
& Samuel D. Rima Sr. 

Well-Intentioned Dragons: Ministering to Problem People 
in the Church; Marshall Shelley

Following Jesus: Biblical Reflections on Discipleship; 
N.T. Wright

The Return of the Prodigal Son; Henri Nouwen
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RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
WORLD
In some of the last recorded words of Jesus, He instructs His 
followers to go and take the Gospel message of the Kingdom 
into the whole world. He says, “The Holy Spirit comes on you; 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth,” (Acts 1:8). Reflecting 
on the Gospel Kingdom message and role of the Holy Spirit 
in the first two characteristics, what would it have meant to 
the disciples and apostles to go? 

Jesus and Paul taught we no longer need to go to the temple 
in Jerusalem to experience God’s presence, but we carry 
God’s presence in us. Bringing God’s message out  
from the temple was a new idea. We are the temple of God’s 
Spirit (John 2:21 & 1 Corinthians 3:16). The Holy Spirit indwells  
those who place their faith in Jesus. This was foundational  
to understanding that as Christians we are a sent people  
with a mission. We are a people called to engage the world 
around us with the love and forgiveness Christ offered 
because His presence is with us (John 20:21–23).

In Acts 1:8 Paul tells us to go out from Jerusalem, to Judea,  
Samaria and then to the ends of the world. Using these 
locations is purposeful. He begins by telling the new believers  
they are spreading circles of influence and distance from 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem was the Holy City for Jewish people, 
the central place where God’s presence dwelt in the temple.  
It was the obvious place for their influence to begin. 

Going to Judea was the area nearby, not a holy space, but  
a space where everyday life occurred. For many of the 
apostles and disciples it was where their friends and family 
were. This meant sharing the Gospel of the Kingdom with 
those they loved and cared for most.
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Samaria was an even harder area to consider going to 
because it was fraught with racial tensions. Offering grace  
and love to Samaritans wasn’t easy for the apostles and  
disciples. The region was racially mixed, consisting of Jews  
and Gentiles. The area was much like our First Nations 
Reserves: close by, but where many Canadians would  
never visit because of prejudicial views. But through Jesus, 
Gentiles (non-Jews) were invited to become equal citizens  
in God’s Kingdom alongside Jewish brothers and sisters  
(Jn.3:16; Rom.2:17–29; 4:9–18,9:6;10:11–13; Gal.6:16; Eph.2:11–22; 
1Pet.2:9–10). As “king of the Jews” Jesus invited His own  
people to give up their claims to exclusivity and to join Him  
in ushering in the universal sister/brotherhood of faith. 

Jesus invited every nation and tongue into the family of  
faith, finishing His command: “go to the ends of the earth!” 
While the concept of “the ends of the earth” was smaller at  
that time, the truth is universal: we are to carry the Gospel 
message beyond ourselves to the whole world.

Here are the 5 characteristics we would love to see developed  
in your relationship with the world over the next 10 years at 
WMB Church: 

 · Engaged in a Life of Witness

 · Practicing Hospitality

 · Seeing the Workplace / School / Neighbourhood 
 as Ministry

 · Actively Taking Risks for the Sake of the Kingdom

 · Having a Global Vision and a Heart for the Nations 
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ENGAGED IN A LIFE OF WITNESS

A 10 Year Disciple:

 · Lives with grace and truth, boldly proclaiming the Good 
  News of Jesus unapologetically, in a way that is personally  
 vulnerable and which expresses grace and acceptance to  
 others without being tolerant of sin;

 · Encourages others on their spiritual journey in word and  
 deed and deeply cares, as Jesus does, for every person to  
 come into a loving relationship with God; 

 · Actively extends God’s grace to others, having first  
 experienced it themselves in a deeply personal way; 

 · Does not take on the posture of having all the answers,  
 but actively engages people in the journey of discovering  
 a relationship with God;

 · Lives as a learner who takes the time to get to know people,  
 along with the cultural differences within community; 

 · Cares for themselves and others holistically: physically, 
  financially, relationally, emotionally and spiritually,  
 recognizing that God wants to transform entire lives; 

 · Commits to mentoring someone else in the Christian  
 faith, sharing personal knowledge and experience;

 · Makes spiritual conversations at least as much a part of  
 life as talking about their kids, their hobbies or their work;

 · Cares about the environment and takes measures in their  
 own life to care for all of God’s creation through recycling  
 and conserving natural resources and by carefully protecting  
 all that God has made; 

 · Treats their bodies as the temple of the Holy Spirit and  
 makes wise choices for health and fitness. 
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SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Mark 16:14–20 

Acts 9:1–20 

Romans 1:16–20 3:23, 5:8, 10:9–10 

Romans 10:14–21

1 Peter 3:13–22

CONNECT AT WMB

Discover Mission 
Learn to be on mission with Jesus. 

WMB Outreach Events 
Join an outreach team and learn how to reach out in 
everyday life through the evangelistic training devotionals.

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Attend a mission training weekend like Awake (MBMission) 
to be equipped to carry the Gospel everywhere you go.

Take some time to practise sharing the Gospel through role 
playing with a friend.

BOOKS TO READ

Becoming a Contagious Christian; Bill Hybels  
and Mark Mittelberg

Just Walk Across the Room; Bill Hybels

Dinner with a Perfect Stranger; David Gregory

The Case for Christ; Lee Strobel

Searching Issues; Nicky Gumbel

Christian Worker’s Handbook; Billy Graham
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PRACTICING HOSPITALITY

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Intentionally helps people to feel welcome on Sunday  
 mornings at WMB Church, including newcomers, strangers  
 and those who are difficult to relate to;

 · Helps people at WMB Church to belong, then believe and 
 then become, rather than the other way around. They invite  
 people into their homes for a meal, providing services or  
 help when needed and graciously accept hospitality  
 from others; 

 · Contributes to WMB Church’s positive presence and  
 reputation in the community and what would make our  
 community/neighbours miss WMB Church if we weren’t here;

 · Takes advantage of social events outside the church  
 as an opportunity to connect friends from the  
 community, with friends in the church and intentionally  
 makes these connections. 
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SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Matthew 25:31–46 

Luke 14:7–14 

Acts 15

Hebrews 13:1–3 

1 Peter 4:8–11

CONNECT AT WMB

Discover Community 
Learn from the example of the Trinity to understand what 
Christian community is all about. 

Discover Shape 
Explore where you should serve, considering your spiritual 
gifts, heart, abilities, personality and experiences. 

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Participate in a service/ministry team at WMB Church like a 
Welcome Team or Kids Ministry. 

Become part of our ministry to the marginalized in our city. 
Join a team like Barnabas missions or Open Homes ministry 
to refugees.

BOOKS TO READ

Strangers at My Door; Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove

The Other Face of God, When the Stranger Calls Us 
Home; Mary Jo Leddy

Deep and Wide; Andy Stanley
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SEEING THE WORKPLACE / SCHOOL / 
NEIGHBOURHOOD AS MINISTRY

A 10 Year Disciple: 

 · Sees the work, school and neighbourhood to which  
 God has called them as an opportunity to make a  
 transformative, redemptive impact; 

 · Recognizes God as the one they report to in each of  
 these settings, seeing their colleagues, fellow students  
 and neighbours as purposeful relationships;

 · Performs to the best of their abilities at work, representing  
 Christ and stewarding the gifts God has given them to  
 their full potential;

 · Does not allow the values of this world to dictate actions  
 at work but holds true to Christian morals and values,  
 including the practice of Sabbath rest.

SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

1 Corinthians 10:23–33

Colossians 3:22–25

2 Thessalonians 3:6–13

Titus 2:6–14

Titus 3:1–11

CONNECT AT WMB

Discover Shape 
Explore where you should serve, considering your spiritual 
gifts, heart, abilities, personality and experiences. This 
discovery includes the type of work you should do for the 
Lord in everyday life, not just in ministry through the church.

Home Group 
Discuss how your faith relates to your daily activity.
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EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Participate in a mission training weekend, like Awake 
(MBMission) or a WMB Church short-term missions trip, to  
be equipped for living and sharing your faith in everyday life. 

Participate in an outreach event at the church by actively 
inviting friends, colleagues and neighbours, and putting  
out flyers in the community, potentially including kids or 
youth in the process.

BOOKS TO READ & A DVD

The Gospel in Life; DVD by Timothy Keller

Christian Worker’s Handbook; Billy Graham

The Rest of God; Mark Buchanan

Making Room For Life; Randy Frazee

Choosing to Cheat; Andy Stanley
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ACTIVELY TAKING RISKS FOR THE SAKE  
OF THE KINGDOM

A 10 Year Disciple:

 · Places their trust in Jesus and actively takes risks for the 
  sake of His Kingdom, resulting in actions which may conflict  
 with culture;

 · Is deeply impacted by issues in our world and responds  
 by helping at least one person in the way they would like  
 to help everyone;

 · Engages in social justice issues outside of the church and  
 actively cares for the marginalized in society: the refugee,  
 the orphan, the poor, the widow, etc.;

 · Has had a socio-economic or ethnic, cross cultural experience,  
 either locally or globally, which has helped recognize, identify  
 and address personal prejudice;

 · Respects the differences between groups of people and  
 intentionally engages people who are not like them, working  
 towards reconciliation in Jesus;

 · Responds by caring, praying and engaging in practical  
 ways whenever they see someone being treated unfairly;

 · Acts as a peacemaker, actively helping people and people  
 groups to reconcile with one another, and with God, for  
 the sake of Christ’s Kingdom.
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SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Numbers 13:1 through 14:38 

Jeremiah 1 

Daniel 3 

Acts 17

Hebrews 11 

CONNECT AT WMB

Discover Mission 
Learn more about WMB Church’s Anchor Causes and how 
to get involved. Then join a WMB Church Anchor Cause 
(a generational ministry, local neighbourhood outreach, 
Barnabas ministry team serving the marginalized).

Barnabas Seminars 
Take a Barnabas course (for instance, Barnabas on Poverty 
or Barnabas on Diversity). Engage with the marginalized 
through one of WMB Church’s various ministries.

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Participate in an outreach experience, like From Jesus With 
Love (FJWL) at Christmas time.

Participate in a simple, regular interaction with different 
cultures, such as Barnabas Victoria Hills game nights.

BOOKS TO READ

The Irresistible Revolution; Shane Claiborne 

The Barbarian Way; Erwin McManus

God in the Alley; Greg Paul

The Other Face of God, When the Stranger Calls Us 
Home; Mary Jo Leddy

Weird; Craig Groeschel



44

HAVING A GLOBAL VISION AND A HEART 
FOR THE NATIONS

A 10 Year Disciple:

 · Has experienced personal transformation through a  
 short-term or long-term missions trip, and/or actively  
 supports missionaries and the global Church;

 · Embraces ethnic diversity, understanding Christ’s passion  
 for all nations and ethnicities to come to Him through the  
 Gospel, as participants in one Kingdom;

 · Recognizes the need for the Christian community to deal  
 with cultural pride and racial prejudice as a barrier in global  
 Kingdom advancement;

 · Takes seriously the responsibility for Christians in Canada  
 to care for other nations, given our relative abundance  
 of resources;

 · Consistently prays for other nations and people groups  
 around the world, understanding that all disciples of Jesus  
 are part of a global family of Christians, beyond the walls  
 of the local church.

SOME SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Matthew 5:14–16 & Isaiah 42:6

Matthew 28:19–20

John 3:16–21 

Acts 1:1–9

Acts 2:1–11



45

CONNECT AT WMB

Discover Mission 
Learn what it means to be a “sent” people.

EXERCISES TO EXPERIENCE

Participate in a WMB Church Global Missions team.

Participate on your own or as a family in the Ride for Refuge 
or other cause that raises awareness and funds for refugees 
locally and globally.

BOOKS TO READ

Serving with Eyes Wide Open; David Livermore

Hole in our Gospel; Richard Stearns

45



46

DISCOVER DISCIPLESHIP 
COMMUNITY GROUPS 

DISCOVER CHRISTIANITY

This introductory course engages people who want to learn 
more about who God is and explore what it means to follow 
Jesus. Topics of discussion include: who Jesus is; what a 
relationship with God looks like; forgiveness; grace; faith.

Note: Appropriate for Youth

DISCOVER SHAPE

The perfect course to understand your spiritual gifts and how  
God longs to intentionally use your experiences and talents 
to include you in His mission. Learn about how the Holy Spirit 
empowers us for service and ministry as we grow as disciples  
of Jesus. Connect with others and discover your unique place  
of belonging and contribution.

DISCOVER COMMUNITY

Explore the call God has on our lives to be disciples in community  
with others and discover the joy of being a family of disciples 
on mission. Through this course you’ll unpack the Trinity and  
experience WMB Church’s vision for Home Groups as we learn, 
bless, celebrate, rest and worship together.
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DISCOVER FOLLOWING

Discover following Jesus as a disciple in our contemporary 
context through this interactive study of the encounters  
Jesus had with ordinary people. Learn about who Jesus 
claimed to be, about His Kingdom and what it means to  
follow Him as a growing disciple at WMB Church.

Note: Appropriate for Youth

DISCOVER MISSION

Learn what it means to be a ‘sent’ people, given that God 
sent his own Son to us and now sends us to the world. Hear 
about WMB Church’s three Anchor Causes and how they 
are practically demonstrated in both local and global ways. 
Discover how mission is key to our journey as disciples and 
how to participate through WMB Church.

Note: Appropriate for Youth

DISCOVER WMB

Gain an understanding of WMB Church’s mission, vision and 
objectives, and the various ministries that are part of our church.  
Learn more about our ‘Discover Discipleship’ community groups 
and our goals for The 10 Year Disciple. Hear about our story as 
a Mennonite Brethren church and the role of membership at 
WMB Church. 

Note: Completing ‘Discover WMB’ is a membership requirement
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Alms: The amount of money you set aside to give to the poor.

Anchor Causes: The three causes WMB Church will rally around in 
missions locally and globally: 

 · Neighbourhoods: Send our people, equipped and empowered  
 by God, to engage economically diverse neighbourhoods,  
 whether local or global, in ways that transform people into 
 Christ followers and impact community change.

 · Marginalized: Call our people into partnerships and mission  
 opportunities locally and globally, in ways which serve the  
 marginalized within society and which advocate justice and  
 peace for refugees, New Canadians, orphans and the poor.

 · Generations: Equip each generation to reach people in their 
 own stage of life, both locally and globally, and to live fully  
 devoted to Christ and His mission.

Baptism: see Water Baptism

Bible: see Scripture

Centering Prayer: To quiet yourself before God for the purpose  
of directing focus on Him. 

Christian: A believer in Jesus. One who is a practicing disciple  
of Jesus Christ.

Christian Community: The practice of choosing to engage  
with Christians in meaningful relationship to make more and  
better disciples.

Christian morals and values: The practice of submitting one’s life 
to the principles outlined in the Bible that inform our behaviours  
in everyday life.

Christ’s bride: A reference to the end times when Jesus will  
return as the bridegroom entering into a marriage celebration  
and relationship with the Church. It is meant to represent the  
deep intimacy found in the relationship between Jesus and  
people who are a part of His Church.

Christ’s Kingdom: see Kingdom of God

Church: The people who are set apart from this world as the  
spiritual family of God, on mission for Him. WMB Church is a local  
expression of the larger global Church. 
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Communion: The practice of remembering and celebrating the death  
and resurrection of Jesus. Eating the bread symbolizes the body 
of Jesus, broken on the cross and His resurrection from the grave, 
which liberates us from sin. Drinking the cup symbolizes the shed 
blood of Jesus, representing His forgiveness of our sins.

Covenant Member: A person who has chosen to make WMB Church 
their local expression of church and is willing to submit to covenant 
membership. Covenant membership includes: taking steps toward 
becoming a 10 Year Disciple; participating in Discover Discipleship; 
helping to fulfill the mission and vision of WMB Church through 
regular giving of time, talents and treasure; agreeing with the beliefs 
in the MB Confession of Faith; agreeing to submit to the leadership  
of the church.

Cross, the: The form of capital punishment used in Rome to kill people  
convicted of wrongdoing during the time of Jesus. A person’s ankles 
and wrists were nailed to two wooden posts placed together in the 
form of a cross and then placed in the ground. The person hung 
from the cross until their lungs filled with liquid and they suffocated. 
Although Jesus had done nothing wrong, He was killed on a Roman 
cross to take the punishment for sin. He willingly chose to take the 
punishment of our sin upon Himself, so we could be forgiven of our 
sins by God.

Denomination: A group of Christian churches that submit to one 
another around a shared confession of faith.

Disciple: “A disciple is one who increasingly brings all of life under 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ and leads others to do the same.”  
—(SOMA) 

Doctrines: A set of beliefs held and practiced by a denomination.

Dying Daily: The act of submitting your life to Christ on a daily 
basis, and sacrificing self-centered ways to His.

Faith: A term referring to actively placing your trust in God.

Father: The first person of the Godhead. The One who is the supreme  
eternal being who created all things out of love. He is referred to as 
Father because He created humans to be in a relationship with Him.

Fruit of the Spirit: The nine behaviours evidenced in a Christian’s life  
because the Spirit of God actively lives in them: love, joy, patience, 
peace, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control. 

Full of Grace: A person who is not judgmental of others, but 
extends grace, mercy and kindness to all people, regardless of  
their choices in life.
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Full of Truth: This refers to a person who is willing to speak the 
truth in love, even when it is a hard truth to tell.

Gifts: A reference to giving something to someone or a ministry, 
regardless of need, to bless them in some way.

God’s Spirit: see Holy Spirit

Good News / Gospel of Jesus: The truth that God came to earth  
in the person of Jesus Christ, died to pay the penalty for our sins  
on our behalf, so that we could re-enter a relationship with God,  
and discover how to live, both today and into eternity in the 
Kingdom of God.

Grace: Giving someone undeserved merit or favour; forgiving  
them even though they do not deserve that forgiveness.

Guardrails: A personal decision to set a standard of morality you  
won’t go past in your life, which is set way before trouble in that  
area comes. For example, you may set a guardrail of never spending  
more money on your credit card than you can pay off at the end of 
the month, and if you cross your personally chosen guardrail, you 
make corrections before you get yourself into trouble financially. 
This principle can be practiced in other areas of life as well.

Holy Spirit: The third person of the Godhead, who is equal with 
God the Father and Son, and has always existed. He was involved  
in the creation of the world, came upon people in the Old Testament 
for a specific work in a specific time, and now indwells people who 
place their trust for salvation in Jesus. The Spirit of God is our 
counselor, comforter, and helper.

Home Group: A WMB Church term for our small groups of people  
who are engaging in becoming better disciples of Jesus together, 
and making more disciples together. A family of disciples on mission  
meeting regularly to practise the habits of learning, blessing, resting,  
celebrating and worshiping together.

Idols: Something we intentionally or inadvertently place as more 
important in our life than God.

Indwelling: God’s indwelling presence; God’s Spirit entering a person  
who places their trust in Jesus Christ for salvation.

Intercede: The act of praying for someone else or for the benefit 
of someone else with fervency before God.

Jesus Christ: The second person of the Godhead, who is equal  
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and has always existed. He is 
the physical manifestation of the person of God, revealing to us 
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who God is in every way. When He came to live on earth, He was  
fully human and fully God. He lived a perfect life so that He could 
satisfy the wrath of God for our sin and save the world through  
His sacrificial death on the cross, and through His resurrection  
prove that He is who He claimed to be.

Kingdom: A place where someone rules. The Kingdom of God is  
where God rules. The Kingdom of darkness is where Satan rules.

Kingdom of God: The place where God rules. God’s desire is that  
we would all submit our lives to His rule, ushering in the Kingdom  
of God here and now and into all eternity. The Kingdom of God is  
being experienced in part now. Since the coming of Christ, we get  
a foreshadow or foretaste of the Kingdom. However, we will fully  
experience the Kingdom of God upon Jesus’ second coming, when  
the earth is recreated into God’s new Kingdom.

Leadership of the church: The pastoral staff, directors, leadership  
board and lay leaders who have been given authority in the church,  
by other leaders in the church.

Liturgical Prayer: A form of using written prayers and/or Scripture  
in public or private worship.

Lord: The person who rules over a Kingdom and to whom people  
submit their lives as the supreme authority for all things in their life.

Mennonite Brethren (MB) Confession of Faith: The document WMB  
Church submits to, in relation to its theological practices and beliefs.  
It outlines The Mennonite Brethren denominational theological 
positions and beliefs.

Ministry: The active work of Christian service.

Missions: The act of sharing the Good News about Jesus in word  
and deed with others.

Missionary: A person who shares the Good News about Jesus  
with others.

Offerings: Time, talents and treasures offered, or designated,  
to God for His use. Offerings include an amount of money given  
to a ministry to further the work of the Kingdom of God.

Ordinance: A practice of the local church, as directed by Jesus,  
which reminds us of God’s story in our lives and world. Mennonite 
Brethren ordinances include water baptism and communion, instructing  
participation for all who choose to be part of the denomination. 
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Pastor: Someone given authority by the local church leadership and  
denomination to care for the spiritual affairs of the local church.

Peacemaker: A person who seeks to bring two disagreeing parties  
to a mutually beneficial solution.

Promptings of the Holy Spirit: When the Holy Spirit, who resides  
in every Christian, counsels and guides their life by speaking to  
their conscience to direct them to act or respond in a certain way.

Propensity: A natural tendency to behave in a particular fashion 
or way.

Repentance: The act of agreeing with God that you’ve sinned,  
apologizing to God and others for the sin you’ve committed  
against them, turning from that sin, and starting out with the 
desire to live in agreement with God.

Sabbath: The practice of resting once every seven day cycle for  
24 hours, from sundown to sundown, in response to God’s resting  
on the seventh day after creation.

Salvation / Saving Work: The process in which a person is born 
again into the family of God, placing their trust in Jesus Christ, His 
death and resurrection, and victory over sin. Salvation through Jesus  
delivers them from the consequences of sin which separated them  
from God, giving them new life, both now and into eternity. This  
decision includes trusting Jesus as Saviour (the one who takes their 
punishment for sin before God) and Lord (the one to whom they 
choose to submit their life daily). 

Scripture (Bible): Scripture is another word used for the Bible.  
“We believe that the entire Bible was inspired by God through  
the Holy Spirit. The same Spirit guides the community of faith in  
the interpretation of Scripture. The person, teaching and life of  
Jesus Christ bring continuity and clarity to both the Old and New 
Testaments. The Old Testament bears witness to Christ, and Christ  
is the one whom the New Testament proclaims. We accept the  
Bible as the infallible Word of God and the authoritative guide for  
faith and practice.” —MB Confessional of Faith

Self-justification: The propensity to justify one’s behaviour in order to  
deny ownership of the consequences of the behaviour. This is contrary  
to the practice of a disciple, who owns their sinful behaviour and repents.

Sin: Sin is that which misses the mark of God’s perfect plan for our 
relationship with Him and others. All sins listed in the Bible break  
our relationship with God or other people. God desires that we be  
in perfect relationship with Him and others, and therefore has dealt 
with sin on our behalf through the cross of Jesus.
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Sins of commission: Things which we know God says are wrong, 
which we choose to do, or unknowingly do.

Sins of omission: Things we know God says we should do, that we 
choose not to do or unknowingly don’t do.

Son: A reference to Jesus, who is God’s Son. He is fully God, and 
equal to God.

Spirit of God: see Holy Spirit

Spirit and Flesh: A descriptor of the battle between the Spirit of 
God living in us, who desires purity, and our natural human physical 
cravings which often desire sin.

Spiritual Family of God: Those who have placed their trust in Jesus 
for salvation, have become the children of God, and therefore a united  
spiritual family across the globe.

Spiritual Gifts: God-given abilities to serve others in a unique capacity.  
To everyone who becomes a Christian, God gives at least one spiritual  
gift to serve the church. Spiritual gifts are listed in Scripture.

Spiritual Direction: The process in which someone seeks guidance  
in their spiritual development. Spiritual directors are disciples of 
Jesus who help coach and guide others in their spiritual journey  
of discipleship.

Stewarding: The practice of managing something as if it didn’t 
belong to you, but to God.

Submission: The act of allowing someone else’s will to dictate  
your actions.

Temple: The place where God’s Spirit dwells. The Old Testament 
of the Bible refers to this as the place God’s people worship.  
In the New Testament times, it refers to a believer’s physical body.

Testimony: The story of how an individual has personally experienced  
God at work in their life, also known as a person’s faith story.

Tithe: A decision to submit your finances to God, by giving 10% of 
all the income He has given to your household to the local church 
(in the Old Testament, a temple). It is a recognition that everything 
you have comes from God, and that you are trusting Him with what 
He has provided, rather than in your own ability to manage His money  
appropriately. The tithe is not directed giving, but giving to the 
church, to be allocated toward its mission and vision.
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Water Baptism: “Our church practices water baptism by full immersion  
administered by the local church. Baptism by water is a public sign 
that a person has repented of sins, received forgiveness of sins, died 
with Christ to sin, been raised to newness of life, and received the 
Holy Spirit. Baptism is a sign of the believer’s incorporation into the 
body of Christ as expressed in the local church. Baptism is also a 
pledge to serve Christ according to the gifts given to each person.” 
—MB Confession of Faith

Witness: The act of publicly sharing your testimony of who Jesus is 
in your life, and your desire to follow Him.

Worship: The practice of giving God praise by submitting all of our 
life to Him.
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