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Introduction
Welcome to our devotional, Disciple Maker: A Firm Foundation! 
As the leadership of WMB Church, it is with great joy that we 
welcome you to a journey of discipleship. When we look to the 
life of Jesus as a guide, we see Him bringing people close to 
Him – crowds, then 12 disciples, then three disciples in particular. 
He opened His life to His disciples – living, moving, praying, 
calling, healing, challenging, travelling, eating – all of it. It was 
in this space that those disciples wrestled with what they were 
experiencing. They got it right sometimes, and wrong often.  
They had questions and concerns and amazing experiences.  
They were sent, boldly, and they (almost) all followed the 
command Jesus gave them to go in His name.

Now, in our own context, far removed from the life of Jesus,  
we find ourselves in a place of wanting to be discipled like those 
early disciples – asking questions, learning, watching, listening. 
Getting it right and getting it wrong. If you have this book in 
hand, we are hopeful that you are ready for this experience:  
to let the life and teaching of Jesus, through the prompting  
of the Holy Spirit, change your life. 

We’ll repeat this idea numerous times because it is worth 
repeating: to follow Jesus is to be in relationship with Him and 
with community. Discipleship is not a solitary journey. While  
you will be asked to reflect and pray in your own space, what  
we learn and apply must always be brought to, and tested  
by, community. 

Thank you for joining the community. Thank you for bringing 
your questions and your hopes. Let’s walk forward, together. 

Guide for Use

Discipleship happens in community. This book is meant to be 
used by at least two people, if not for a small group (3-5 people). 

When we wrote this, we had in mind two people – one who is  
a more mature Christian and has some experience and insights, 
and a second person who is newer to faith and is exploring.  
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Yet the only part that we will insist on is that there are at least 
two people involved. This might be a friend, a colleague, or one 
of your children. Parents – you are the most meaningful voice in 
your child(ren)’s discipleship – we’d encourage you to engage 
this kind of journey with them. 

Let us also be clear: if you pick up this book to journey with 
someone and you have been walking with Jesus for years – this 
experience is also for you. We anticipate that the Holy Spirit 
will continue to work in you. We are never “done” as disciples. 
There is no expectation that you have “all the answers.” There is 
only the expectation that you come with a humble heart and a 
posture of learning.

No one is overqualified or underqualified for discipleship.

It is a simple set-up, meant to be adapted to your setting, 
frequency of meeting and timing. We’d encourage you to  
make sure all the material is covered. 

Here’s how we’ve written this:

• Equipped with a copy of the book, each person will spend 
time in personal reflection and reading during the week. We’ve 
broken it down by day. At the end of each week, you’ll find a 
“Weekly Discussion” page for jotting down the big challenges, 
questions or thoughts for your weekly discussion.

• You’ll meet weekly. Expect to spend an hour with each other, 
bring big questions, share deep revelations, consider and set 
some applications of those revelations and pray. 

Other things to know:

• We’ve tried our best to write in daily use language – however, 
there are words that are fairly specific to Christianity. You’ll 
find a glossary at the back of the book to help with some of 
those words.

• The Reflect questions are meant to be jumping off points – use 
them as much or as little as you need. If you are comfortable 
coming up with your own questions or follow ups, go for it!
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• No book is perfect. Please read this in the way that brings 
the most life and points you towards Jesus. Where words or 
phrases trip you up, work with your discipleship partner to 
find language that simplifies your journey forward and doesn’t 
become a sticking point. 

Discipleship, Disciples and  
the 10 Year Disciple

At WMB, we are all about “making more and better disciples.” 
But in order to do so, we need to know what a disciple is. What 
are we creating more of? What are we being better at? WMB 
uses this definition of disciple:

“Someone who increasingly brings every aspect of life under  
the Lordship of Jesus and invites others to do the same.”

To be a disciple is to submit more and more of life to the 
Lordship of Jesus. (Don’t worry! We’ll unpack what all this 
means.) We are looking to invite more people to submit their 
lives to Jesus and to continually take steps in this process of 
humbling ourselves. 

We figure out how to do this by considering our 15 characteristics 
of a 10 Year Disciple. The 10 Year Disciple is a tool we use at 
WMB to help guide our journey. It is made up of 15 characteristics 
we would hope to see spiritually grow in anyone who has been 
discipled by WMB over the course of 10 years. It is not a check 
list, it is not a “done and done” program. Instead, it is an invitation 
to consider many aspects of our spiritual life and examine how 
we are increasingly submitting those to Jesus, knowing that we 
are prone to rely on ourselves and not Him. As we do so, we ask 
each other to act – actually respond to what we are learning by 
changing our behaviours and mindsets to be more like Jesus.  
It is lifelong journey – no one, no one, will ever be done.

Let’s begin.
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Overview 

There is no “right way” to process your responses. You can write 
or draw or capture your thoughts as is most meaningful for you. 

WEEKLY OUTLINE

• Memory Verse

• Big Thought

• Weekly Discussion Page

DAILY OUTLINE (5 days/week)

• Read: Scriptures (we use the NIV)

• Reflect

 - Each day, you’ll see two questions. The first – “What is the 
Spirit revealing to you?” – is meant to reveal what stuck 
out for you or you read afresh. The second is a chance to 
consider how the things noted in the first question can 
impact your life. How can you imagine the truths of scripture 
and the Spirit’s prompting changing your behaviour or 
mindsets?

 - Not sure how to start? Try sentences like “I was surprised 
by…” or “I never noticed before…” or “I loved it when…”

• Consider 

• Some opportunities to Go Deeper
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WEEK 1

Who is God?

For God so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.

JOHN 3:16M
E

M
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E
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WEEK 1 // DAY 1

Big Thought
“Who is God?” is no small question. Before knowing Jesus, you 
may have worshipped other gods. Even as a Christian, you may 
worship gods like money, self or image. In the Christian faith, we 
have a beautiful picture of who God is – how He creates, the way 
He loves and the way He interacts within Himself.

We believe in a God who is three-in-one – Father, Son and Spirit. 
Later this week, you’ll explore this concept of  
the Trinity. 

As you start this week, take some time to reflect:

1. Who do you think God is? What names would you use  
for God?

2. Responding quickly, who are you most comfortable with: 

a. God the Father

b. Jesus Christ

c. Holy Spirit

Why? What past experiences impact who you think  
God is? 

3. If you pray, who do you pray to (think of the opening line of 
your prayer)?

4. What questions do you have about the Christian understanding 
of God? 
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You’ll notice we are using the male pronoun “He” for God.  
We believe that God encompasses both male and female – that  
all people are fully made in His image. But we use “He” for a  
few reasons:

1. It is the language of scripture and therefore creates consistency 
between our words and the words of the text.

2. Jesus lived on earth in a male body. In doing so, He was  
able to change the conversation about men and women in  
His day and in ours by offering a new, redemptive insight into 
gender. There is a redemptive movement for gender offered 
through the work of Christ.

3. In using “He” we are not suggesting one gender is of more  
value than the other or has a more important role or power  
over the other.

N
O

T
E
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WEEK 1 // DAY 2

God the Father

READ: Luke 15:11-32 

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER:

This story is famously known as the “Prodigal Son” and has been 
retold in countless forms. Take a minute to name the characters 
and some of their characteristics. The father in this story loves 
both of his children the way that God the Father loves you and 
me – a lot! He loves both the child who rebels and strays far from 
him and the child who stays close, but doesn’t really take the 
time to know the father at all. The younger son embraces the 
father through his grace, responding with obedience and love. 
The older son, who has tried to earn the love of the father by 
working hard for him, is now the son who is actually far from  
his father. 

God the Father loves each and every one of us because He 
formed us in our mother’s womb. He is our loving creator. 
Whether our life has been one of running from Him or one of 
staying close but getting self-righteous, He is ready to embrace 
us. We do not have to earn that love, but receive it by grace – 
unmerited, underserved, unconditional love from God. 

GO DEEPER: What is the one thing you think God can’t possibly 
love about you? Turns out, He does. Spend time listening to God, 
letting Him tell you how much He loves you. 
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Why memorize scripture? The truth will set you free, but only 
the truth you know. By memorizing scripture, we carry it with us 
in our hearts and let it inform our words and actions. 
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WEEK 1 // DAY 3

God the Son

READ: John 8:48-59

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: In this passage Jesus claims to be God in the flesh, 
the always existing one, the “I am, who I am.” This was hard for 
the Jewish people to accept because Jesus was claiming His 
divinity. “I am” was the name for God. Do you believe Jesus is 
God? The Christian faith is rooted in the belief that Jesus is Lord – 
not simply a moral teacher, a person in history or a revolutionary. 
He is fully human and fully God, God in the flesh (that’s the word 
“incarnation”). His very presence as God on earth, among us, is an 
act of generosity that takes a lifetime to unpack. 

GO DEEPER: Spend time reading the Gospel of John for Jesus’  
“I am” statements. Which one is particularly impactful for you?
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WEEK 1 // DAY 4

God the Holy Spirit

READ: John 16:5-15

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER:

When you become a follower of Jesus – when you name Him as 
Lord – you are filled with the Holy Spirit. But this concept can feel 
a bit mystical or fluffy for a lot of people. The person and work of 
the Holy Spirit is often ignored, misunderstood or resisted. Often 
our response to the Spirit – positive, indifferent or negative –  
has to do with how we were raised. Consider how your past 
experiences impact your understanding of the Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is a member of the godhead, able to think, 
speak, lead and be saddened. His primary role is to convict us 
of sin (both what we have done and what we have left undone), 
transforming us to the character of God. He also gives spiritual 
gifts, counsels us, helps us to witness to our faith and guides  
our Christian walk.

GO DEEPER: Invite the Holy Spirit to speak to you in a still  
small voice – begin to figure out how you hear from Him. 
Invite the leading and guiding of the Spirit into your everyday 
life. Learning to submit to this voice is a life long journey of 
discernment. You can begin to experience it as you read the  
Bible each day in this process. 
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What’s the difference between the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit 
and the Holy Ghost? And why do we say “He” and not “it”? 

There is no difference in the names – different groups have 
gravitated to different names over time. “Spirit” comes from the 
Greek word pneuma and the Hebrew word ru’ach, both of which 
include the meaning “wind” or “breath.” The Holy Spirit acts like 
God’s breath, blowing through the world. 

We say “he” because the Spirit is a person of the Trinity. By using 
“He” we name the person of the Spirit – rather than using “it,” 
which makes the Spirit an object.
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WEEK 1 // DAY 5

The Trinity 

READ: Matthew 3:13-17

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER:

As humans, we have a hard time wrapping our heads around the 
fullness of God – especially as He relates within Himself as the 
Trinity. This incredibly challenging concept requires us to first 
name our own limitations and recognize His limitless ability. We 
are made in the image of God; in your scripture reading did you 
notice how the three persons of the Trinity interact? What does 
that teach us about how we should interact as those who are 
living out a life that follows this distinct, Christian God? 

It is important to understand that God is: one God in three divine 
persons, coeternal and coexisting as one substance – the Father, 
the Son (Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit. There are a few 
misunderstandings we want to clear up: 

• God cannot be divided into  
equal parts; He is supreme,  
which means above all else. 

• God is not: three gods  
(heresy: tritheism)

• One member is not  
subordinate to another  
(heresy: subordinationism)

• He is not one god who appears 
to us in three different “modes” at 
different times (heresy: modalism).

Again, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God, who is three  
co-eternal and co-existing persons of the Trinity at all times.

is 
no

t

is not

is not

HOLY
SPIRIT

IS

IS

IS

SON

GOD

FATHER
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GO DEEPER: Ask some questions of the Trinity – what does this 
tell us about who we are? Are you comfortable with this idea? 
Which person of the Trinity is easiest for you to approach?
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Weekly Discussion 
Note here any big ideas, questions or challenges you are  
working through this week. Use the questions below to  
guide your discussion.

1. What questions do you have coming out of this week?

2. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through the texts?

3. What is Jesus challenging you to apply to your life?

4. Pray.
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WEEK 2

What is  
“the gospel”?

But God demonstrates  

his own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.

ROMANS 5:8M
E

M
O

R
Y

 V
E

R
S

E
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WEEK 2 // DAY 1

Big Thought
At the centre of the Christian faith is the idea of the “gospel.” 
Gospel is just a fancy word for “good news.” While it is most 
commonly used in Christian circles, throughout history 
messengers of leaders (think kings, emperors, etc.) were sent  
to tell the “good news,” or gospel, to the people – usually the 
ones they were overtaking. In Christianity, however, there is 
nothing militaristic about this term. It is used to tell the story  
of how God has loved His children (all people!), what He has  
done for them, and what He will continue to do.

Last week we explored who God is – the gospel is what He 
is about, what He has done and will do. While we refer to the 
gospel of Jesus, the good news captures the work of all  
members of the Trinity.

Here is a simple, yet powerful, tool for understanding the gospel. 
Note the circle – it is all connected, and we can experience the 
gospel over and over again. For a deeper look with some tools 
for all ages, see the Appendix at the end of this book.

Tru
st

Sin
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w

B
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JESUS
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We tell the story of the gospel as circles on purpose:

1. It is a simple way of remembering a big concept. 

2. The gospel is full of grace and circular in experience – while 
we accept its truth at one moment, we go through the process 
over and over again.

3. It is a story and it is lived out. Using the circles helps to visually 
see the ongoing and unending nature of the gospel. 

CONSIDER: What is your experience with the word “gospel?” 
How do you understand the gospel in your life? What has the 
gospel changed in your life? What are you hoping to learn  
this week?
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WEEK 2 // DAY 2

Sin and Disobedience 

READ: Galatians 5:16-26

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER:

Sin is anything that misses the mark of God’s perfect plan. It 
breaks relationship between us and God; between us and other 
people. Sin is actions and inactions, postures and patterns – bad 
decisions, unkind words, actions and thoughts – anything that 
hurts other people and hurts God. It is disobedience – knowing 
what we should have done and doing nothing. Or knowing what 
we shouldn’t do and doing it anyway. 

Sin is also a sense of self-righteousness – a reliance on self 
and not on God. In whatever ways we try to achieve our own 
“goodness” instead of trusting God, we sin. 

In today’s passage we find a list of sins one might struggle with in 
trying to follow God’s perfect plan and will, but by no means is it 
an exhaustive list. There are sins of omission: the good we know 
we ought to do and don’t (James 4:17) and sins of commission: 
the things we do that God doesn’t want us to do.

GO DEEPER: Take a moment to confess your sin to Jesus,  
asking for forgiveness. Know that He is merciful and will forgive 
you of your sin. While it can be hard for us to move on, grieve or 
forgive ourselves, it isn’t hard for God. He’s waiting for you.
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Don’t worry! This isn’t the start and finish of the gospel – sin is 
the place from which we approach God’s love. When we name 
Jesus as Lord of our life, we agree with Him that we are broken 
(sinful) and have even been sinned against by others. But that’s 
not the sum total of who we are – tomorrow we will turn to 
God’s loving, unbelievable response to all of our stuff.
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WEEK 2 // DAY 3

Trust

READ: Romans 10:9-13

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: Jesus redeems us from sin through His death on 
the cross and gives us new life in Him through His resurrection 
from the dead. God asks us to actively place our faith in the work 
of Jesus on the cross. It is not enough to believe that He died 
and rose again, we must actively trust in His death on the cross 
for us. What does an active faith look like? It means the way we 
live – the decisions we make, the way we speak, the activities we 
pursue – reveals our faith in Jesus. Not because those actions 
themselves save us – we are saved by grace – but because they 
are pursuing God’s heart and not the heart of the world. Our 
active faith tells the story of our trust in God’s ways and  
God’s plans in our own, day-to-day lives. 

GO DEEPER: Do you believe that Jesus’ death on the cross was 
for you [pays the price for your sin]? Have you asked God to 
forgive you for your sins that have separated you from His love? 
Do you know that God’s forgiveness, because of Jesus’ sacrifice, 
allows you to have a relationship with a loving God? If you have 
not received God’s forgiveness but have faith in Jesus, you can 
pray right now to receive God’s love and forgiveness! There is no 
magical or special formula, you just need to pray and tell God who 
you believe He is, what you believe Jesus did for you and receive 
His forgiveness for your sins. Tell someone today if this is the first 
time you have received Jesus in this way! If you were already in  
a relationship with Jesus, thank him today for what He has done  
in your life (and name these things for the person you’re doing 
this book with so that they can give God the glory, too!).
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WEEK 2 // DAY 4

New Identity

READ: Romans 7:21-8:11

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: Becoming a new creation in Christ is a work of 
the Spirit of God in us. When you become a Christian, God’s 
Holy Spirit makes His home in you and begins the transforming 
work of making you more and more like Christ. Transformation 
doesn’t occur when we sin and decide to “try harder next time.” 
It happens as we submit more and more of ourselves to God’s 
Spirit in our lives. It is about submitting to His will and desires  
and choosing His ways. The desire and temptation to sin lessens 
as you increasingly rely on God. 

GO DEEPER: Spend some time with God: praying, reading your 
Bible, worshipping, being silent in His presence, inviting the Spirit 
of God to be present with you. The regularity of this practice  
will bring great joy and grounding in your life. Try a regular  
Bible reading plan or devotional from a trusted source.
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WEEK 2 // DAY 5

In Community 

READ: Acts 2:42-47

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: We all need other people to grow in our faith and 
relationship with Jesus. You cannot do it on your own – you were 
designed for community (remember God experiences community 
in the Trinity). Scripture reminds us over and over that we are 
called to be in community – a family, a body that exists for the 
hope of the world. At WMB, we respond and engage in this hope 
for community through our Home Groups, small groups for kids, 
youth and young adults and through devotionals (like this one). 

GO DEEPER: Not part of a Home Group? Consider joining one. 
Take some time to contact the Pastor of Home Groups to find 
out what group you might be able to join. 
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Weekly Discussion 
Note here any big ideas, questions or challenges you are  
working through this week. Use the questions below to  
guide your discussion.

1. What questions do you have coming out of this week?

2. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through the texts?

3. What is Jesus challenging you to apply to your life?

4. Pray 
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WEEK 3

How does  
faith grow?

Keep this Book of the  

Law always on your lips; 

meditate on it day and night, 

so that you may be careful  

to do everything written in it. 

Then you will be prosperous 

and successful.

JOSHUA 1:8M
E
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WEEK 3 // DAY 1

Big Thought

WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

The Bible isn’t a short book. It is quite long and can feel daunting 
to engage with. After all, you might run into a long list of rules or 
a letter written to a place you’ve never heard of. Jesus pops up 
somewhere in it, but who are all those other people? And why is 
some of it story and some of it poetry? Who wrote it? Where did 
it come from? Can we trust it? Why do we trust it?

Phew.

Sure – there are lots of questions, but let’s cover some basics.

The Bible is a library of 66 books, broken up into two sections: 
Old Testament (39 books) and New Testament (27 books). The 
Old Testament is the story of God’s people from creation to the 
birth of Jesus. The New Testament is comprised of writings about 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, recorded after His death, 
as well as texts related to the journey of the early Church. 

We believe that God wrote the scripture through humans and 
that all of it, even the parts we struggle with, are God-breathed 
and the final authority in all matters of life for followers of Jesus. 
The Testaments are of equal value, but we would expect to align 
all of our interpretation (understanding) of scripture with the 
teachings of Jesus. We cannot do away with any portion of the 
Biblical text. Why might we want to, you might ask. Some parts 
may seem archaic, violent and irrelevant, but they are part of 
our faith history and relevant to our understanding of who God 
is when they are understood in the bigger arc of scripture. We 
understand the Bible to be God’s story, and each part has a role 
to play in it. Many parts of the Old Testament will point us to 
Jesus’ coming. Much of the New Testament will point us to  
God’s promises made in the Old Testament. They work together. 
We seek to understand God’s story in light of the whole, rather 
than in part. 
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WEEK 3 // DAY 2

How to Read the Bible 

READ: Psalm 119

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER:

When we do an in-depth study, we start with three questions: 

• How did the original audience understand this passage?

• Therefore, what is the transferrable truth for our lives?

• How will I apply this truth to my life? 

To answer the question of the original audience, it is helpful 
to have a study Bible (this is a Bible with helpful guides and 
context along with the books of the Bible) when considering 
these questions. However, be careful when using modern 
authors’ commentaries (books about books of the Bible, or the 
notes in a study Bible) – they are helpful, but usually have a 
strong opinion or focus. Looking at several notes gives you a 
fuller understanding of how the original audience understood it, 
without the opinion of one commentator being the final authority. 
In this devotional, we have not asked these three questions 
each day – we aren’t asking you to do an in-depth study of 
each passage. That being said, anytime you are unsure of your 
understanding, asking these questions in community can be 
incredibly helpful. 

GO DEEPER: Consider committing to a “read the Bible in  
1 or 2 years” plan. It’s a great way to move through the text.  
You can also do this with audio Bibles or Bible apps.
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WEEK 3 // DAY 3

Learning from Others 

READ: Philippians 2:1-11

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: Being humble is pretty countercultural in our world, 
but it is the way of those who follow Jesus. In order to practise 
humility, we must be in relationship with others, and take the  
time to learn from one another and offer hospitality.

GO DEEPER: Who is God calling you to have a relationship 
with who is different from you? How might you approach this 
relationship with humility? 
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WEEK 3 // DAY 4

Prayer for Others

READ: John 17

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: Jesus teaches us how to pray for others in this 
prayer. He prays for you and me as well as many others. His 
prayer reveals that our unity and love for one another will draw 
others to Christ.

GO DEEPER: Pray for others: 1) Can you name and commit  
to praying for one person you would like to know Jesus?  
2) What situation in the world would has been breaking your 
heart? 3) Who have you been treating as an enemy? 
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WEEK 3 // DAY 5

Prayer for yourself 

READ: Matthew 6:9-13

Sound familiar? This is the Lord’s Prayer – recited daily and 
globally. While we can skim past it with familiarity, we need  
to pay close attention. 

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: This prayer is not meant to be prescriptive, but to 
give us a model of how to pray. The word PRAY can be helpfully 
seen as an acronym: Praise, Reconcile, Ask, Yield. 

• Praise – thank God, specifically, for what He has done in your 
life. (verse 9)

• Reconcile (make right) – with God and others. What do  
you need forgiveness for? Who do you need to forgive? 
(verses 12, 14-15)

• Ask – what situation/desire/hope has been on your heart that 
you want to bring before God? (verses 11, 13)

• Yield – release it all to God, asking Him to lead you rather  
than you leading Him. (verse 10)

GO DEEPER: Try the PRAY model: Praise – thank God,  
Reconcile – confess sin, Ask – ask for what you need, Yield –  
yield to God’s will.
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Weekly Discussion 
Note here any big ideas, questions or challenges you are  
working through this week. Use the questions below to  
guide your discussion.

1. What questions do you have coming out of this week?

2. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through the texts?

3. What is Jesus challenging you to apply to your life?

4. Pray.
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WEEK 4

Can we  
be forgiven?

No temptation has overtaken 

you except what is common 

to mankind. And God is 

faithful; he will not let you be 

tempted beyond what you 

can bear. But when you are 

tempted, he will also provide 

a way out so that you can 

endure it.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:13M
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WEEK 4 // DAY 1

Big Thought

A REPENTANT HEART 

When we think about following Jesus, one of the key 
characteristics is a repentant heart – a heart that wants to  
turn towards God more and more, and not away from Him.

The Hebrew word for repentance is shuv, and it means to turn 
around, to face the other direction, to return. There is a change of 
direction, a rerouting. As we consider our new identity in Christ, 
repentance is turning ourselves back to Jesus, back to God’s 
original plan for us – His image living in us. It is turning towards 
Him, away from our former ways. We might never have known it, 
but our identity in Christ has always been in us.

As we journey with Him, we are continually repenting – we are 
not aware of the depth of our sin in one sitting, or able to stop 
sinning with an off-button. Not at all. Instead, over time, the Spirit 
calls us into deeper repentance. A repentant heart is soft towards 
the Spirit and ready to listen, not hard or confident of its own 
awesomeness. 

What has the Spirit made you aware of?

What might you need to repent of? 

In what part of your life is this an easy idea? In what area  
is it hard? 
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WEEK 4 // DAY 2

Vulnerability

READ: Ephesians 2:1-10

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: There is nothing easy about bringing our struggles 
from darkness into light. But when we do, it’s amazing. The 
struggles no longer have the power over us they once had 
(keeping a secret can rule our lives). We begin to understand  
that we are accepted by God’s grace found in Jesus (verses 4-5), 
that we are God’s loved sons and daughters (verse 6), that He 
wants to sustain us by His Spirit (verse 7), and that our good 
works come out of simply responding to His grace and love 
(verses 8-10); we don’t have to earn God’s love and acceptance. 
In the same way, with grace, we can look one another in the eyes 
and tell one another the good news, that God’s grace is sufficient 
to cover all our sin. Not judging one another, but encouraging 
one another to live in an understanding of our identity in Christ.

GO DEEPER: Take a moment to be vulnerable with someone 
you really trust and tell them about a sin (a lie, resentment, hard 
feelings, plus innumerable others), asking them to pray with you –  
bringing it before God together. This might be a friend, family 
member or pastor. 



37

WEEK 4 // DAY 3

Repentance/Forgiveness

READ: Romans 12:1-15

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: One of the big concepts of repentance is agreeing 
with God that sin is sin. This agreement isn’t because you are 
equal to Him, but because the Spirit has helped transform the 
way you understand the world to be a bit more like the way 
God does. Responding means bringing the offense, the sin, 
before God asking for forgiveness. He will, every time, forgive 
you immediately. His love and forgiveness aren’t withheld or 
conditional. True repentance is that full shift in your life – turning 
from the sin – inviting the Spirit to lead you as you claim victory 
over that sin. Repentance is not just asking for forgiveness, it is  
a conscious choice to turn from sin in your life and to go in a  
new direction with God.

GO DEEPER: Do you have a sin that you actually enjoy a little? 
Maybe it brings you some comfort, a little peace, lets you feel  
in control? What would it look like to repent from a sin that  
you hold so dear?
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WEEK 4 // DAY 4

Accountability

READ: Ephesians 6:10-18

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: Living for the Lord, daily, is a battle and we  
shouldn’t try to do it on our own. We are meant to hold our 
shield of faith up with others, not just by offering each other 
grace, but by calling one another to account. To actually live out 
the powerful message of repentance and reconciliation found in 
Jesus. It is important to call one another to truly repent of our 
sin and as we turn from it, to put the necessary boundaries and 
support in place. 

GO DEEPER: Use personal or online resources to find a memory 
verse that speaks to your struggle. Memorize it so you can carry 
it with you into your struggles. Invite someone to hold you 
accountable in light of your struggles and set up questions that 
encourage transparency, such as: “Is there anything you have 
told me that is untrue or incomplete?” Not easy to do! Be sure  
to pray together, as well.
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WEEK 4 // DAY 5

Water Baptism – Do it!

READ: Acts 8:26-39

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: Water baptism is the public declaration of faith  
in Jesus Christ. Going down into the water symbolizes dying 
to sin and the old way of life. Coming up out of the water 
symbolizes rebirth, becoming a new creation and being ready  
to live a new life for Jesus Christ. There is nothing magical about 
the water or the act of water baptism in and of itself. It is a  
public declaration of an inner reality. It is an important step in  
a believer’s life, showing humility in submitting to God’s desires. 
This step of obedience represents membership in the body of 
Christ, the Church. 

GO DEEPER: Why be baptized? Maybe the better question is, 
why not? By being baptized, you are following Christ’s example 
(Mark 1:9). Jesus commanded it (Matthew 28:19-20), the early 
Church practised it (Acts 18:8) and obeying Christ’s commands 
shows that you know Him (1 John 2:3). If you are a believer and 
haven’t been baptized, don’t delay. If you are ready, start writing 
your faith story. Your testimony is meant to be honest – it doesn’t 
have to be hard, dramatic or long. Just true. 
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Weekly Discussion 
Note here any big ideas, questions or challenges you are  
working through this week. Use the questions below to  
guide your discussion.

1. What questions do you have coming out of this week?

2. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through the texts?

3. What is Jesus challenging you to apply to your life?

4. Pray.
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WEEK 5

What’s our role?

Whatever you do, work  

at it with all your heart,  

as working for the Lord,  

not for human masters...

COLOSSIANS 3:23M
E

M
O

R
Y

 V
E

R
S

E



42

WEEK 5 // DAY 1

Big Thought

MADE FOR OTHERS

Often the Christian faith can seem focused on self – or on our 
own growth, transformation and change. But none of that effort 
or engagement has value if it isn’t for others and our relationship 
with them. If it is just about us, why bother growing or changing? 

Yet, our growth and change is to be a living witness of the good 
news of Jesus, of the gospel, to the world and more specifically 
to the people around us. We do not need to present a “finished” 
or “good Christian” persona, but actually live out the life we have 
talked about in the last few weeks – one based on the gospel, 
repentance, vulnerability. 

We are sent as witnesses (those who have experienced Jesus) 
into the world around us.

Before you start this week, consider:

1. What are the “places” of your day-to-day life, real and virtual?

2. Where do you feel called to serve? What particular reality 
breaks your heart?

3. What has prevented you from serving others in the past? 
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WEEK 5 // DAY 2

Worshipping with Our Whole Lives

READ: Isaiah 58

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: What we do in our church services on Sunday 
is often referred to as “worship,” and it is an important 
and meaningful time of worship and praise. However, a full 
understanding of worship spills into everything we do. It is 
found in daily sacrifice for the Kingdom of God, how we treat 
one another, and how we interact with all of creation. Worship 
is about making our life pleasing to God because we want to 
honour God for who He is. Worship is not limited to music or 
ceremony but found in a life increasingly submitted to Jesus. 

GO DEEPER: What does it look like for you to worship God on 
a daily basis? Have you ever considered worship outside of a 
church service? Many of us are drawn into worship in different 
ways, some through an intellectual pursuit of God, some by 
spending time with Him in nature, some by helping a colleague  
or neighbour in need, some in reflective contemplation, and 
a whole host of other options. In what way would you like to 
explore worshipping God beyond a Sunday morning?
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WEEK 5 // DAY 3

Spiritual Gifts 

READ: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 & 28

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: A spiritual gift is a Spirit-empowered work of God 
through you, not a talent or personal ability. God gives spiritual 
gifts to those who have received salvation through Jesus Christ 
so that believers will grow and mature in their faith. It is a gift 
from God. What you do with your spiritual gift is your gift 
back to God. The list in the scripture we have read today is not 
exhaustive of all the spiritual gifts, but an example of some of  
the gifts God has given people in His Church. Acting in your 
spiritual gifts is obedience and for the benefit of the Church  
and the community. 

GO DEEPER: Take a spiritual gift inventory. Those who are 
unleashed to use their gifts are an enormous blessing to  
the Church and the world around them. Can you think of  
an example of someone you know operating in their gifts?  
How can you tell? 
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WEEK 5 // DAY 4

Calling 

READ: Colossians 3:22-25

Note: we don’t condone slavery in any form.

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: We are put to work for the sake of the Kingdom. 
The image of God is uniquely reflected in each of us through our 
calling – our bigger-than-life, Kingdom purpose. It has nothing 
to do with income, and everything to do with how we are sent 
to produce and create in the world. Where has God placed you? 
How does the way we do our work reveal our relationship with 
Jesus? How does it involve redeeming all things back to God in 
the world in which we live? God calls us to partner with Him, but 
not to be Him. As His children we rest and Sabbath in accordance 
with His model and command for our lives. That means we do 
not work constantly for our own glory, but gladly rest in His 
provision. 

GO DEEPER: Every time you go to work, ask yourself what you 
would do differently if Jesus was your boss. Invite Him in to lead 
you through your day at work. How can you practise Sabbath 
and rest in your life, reflecting God’s authority in your life? 
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WEEK 5 // DAY 5

A Member of the Body 

READ: 1 Corinthians 12:12-30

REFLECT:

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: “Family” and “body” are the two main metaphors 
used to describe the relationship of God’s people to one another 
and to Him. This passage deals with body rather than family. He 
is the “head” of the family and the “head” of the body (check 
out Ephesians 4:14-16 for how Christ is “head”). How do you 
understand these concepts – family and body? What do they 
change about our relationships with one another? How should 
the Church, God’s people, interact with one another? 

GO DEEPER: How are you serving in the local church, caring 
for the poor and those who are struggling? What are the family 
chores you are doing as part of the family of God? What are you 
doing that brings you great joy in your God-given spiritual gifts? 
If you aren’t serving, how would you like to begin? How can your 
family serve together?
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Weekly Discussion 
Note here any big ideas, questions or challenges you are  
working through this week. Use the questions below to  
guide your discussion.

1. What questions do you have coming out of this week?

2. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through the texts?

3. What is Jesus challenging you to apply to your life?

4. Pray.
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WEEK 6

What is “all in”?

Then he said to them all: 

“Whoever wants to be my 

disciple must deny themselves 

and take up their cross daily 

and follow me.”

LUKE 9:23

*To “take up the cross” is to join in as disciple – in both joy  
and struggle.
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WEEK 6 // DAY 1

Big Thought

FULLY SUBMITTED

Rampant individualism teaches us to make sure we are first good 
for ourselves and then, if there is extra (time, money, whatever), 
to consider others. But usually, we can find more to do for 
ourselves first. 

Yet, the life of a disciple is a life that is focused on others. It is a 
life that is fully submitted to God, meaning we not only recognize 
Him as the source of all we have, but that He is Lord over our 
use of it all. It means that we don’t hold things for ourselves first 
and consider God second, but let Him have the first go. It means 
holding to an entirely different standard than that of the world –  
one of generosity and forgiveness – as we increasingly submit 
our lives to Him.

When we recognize that we are recipients of a profound, life-
captivating gospel, we want that for other people. When we 
experience the gospel ourselves, we have the joy of giving life 
over to the One who has made us. 
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WEEK 6 // DAY 2

Sacrifice

READ: Genesis 4:1-5

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: In this text, two brothers brought a sacrifice to God. 
God was pleased with Abel’s and disappointed with Cain’s. Cain 
brought a portion of his labour, but Abel brought God the first 
and best of what He had. Likewise, God sees our heart in what 
we give to Him and others and recognizes when a true sacrifice 
has been made. God of the Old Testament is pleased with true 
sacrifice (over any person’s gift out of their surplus). Jesus is 
overjoyed with the widow’s meagre offering (Luke 21:1-4) in  
the New Testament because it reflects her deep love for God.

GO DEEPER: What might God be calling you to give? What  
does it mean to live sacrificially? What questions do you have 
about the idea of sacrifice? What would be a sacrifice for you? 
How are your caring for others around you in a way that reveals 
God’s love: the poor, the widow, the orphan? Where are you 
stepping out, taking risks, for the hope of the Kingdom? 
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WEEK 6 // DAY 3

Time

READ: Ephesians 5:8-20

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: We are given 86,400 seconds every day by God – 
604,800 seconds each week! But how many of us could say what 
we did with those seconds each week? Every moment provides 
an opportunity to invest in something. We can’t bank any of 
them, there is no drawing against tomorrow, and there is no 
going back if we failed to use what we were given wisely.  
All things, time included, perish.

GO DEEPER: How might God want you to invest your time each 
day to get the most out of what He has given you? What is of 
most importance to you? How are your priorities reflected in how 
you spend your time? If you don’t decide how to invest your time 
each week, other people and other things will decide for you. 
Who are God’s priority? How are you loving those that He loves? 
What comforts might you have to give up to love others well?
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WEEK 6 // DAY 4

Talent

READ: Matthew 25:14-30

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: Although this story is about a “talent” of money 
(some translations say “bag of” – talent is the sum total of what 
God has given them), God can also speak to us today about 
the talents/abilities we are burying or using strictly for our own 
benefit. God wants us to invest the gifts and abilities He has 
given us for long term, eternal purposes. Not just using them in 
the Church, but using our talents, abilities, and gifts in any role we 
carry with a heart to serve Jesus. To recognize that everything 
we have been given is a gift from God, and that one day we will 
give an account of how we stewarded our resources. This isn’t 
meant to be scary, but actually an opportunity to bring pleasure 
and joy to our loving Father in heaven. 

GO DEEPER: Evaluate how you are using your three strongest 
talents or gifts in life. How might you increase the benefit to the 
Kingdom of God in how you are using your gifts and abilities?  
Do you have any past pain or hurts that prevent you from using 
your talents for the sake of the Kingdom? Who is God calling  
you to serve?
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WEEK 6 // DAY 5

Treasure

READ: Malachi 3:6-15 

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: The tithe in the Old Testament was giving 10% of 
what God provided to your household (wheat, iron, etc.) back to 
God as a sign that you believe He gave it all to you and that you 
trust God to provide. In certain times, there were additional tithes 
as well as gifts (money given to others in need), offerings (money 
given for special projects in the temple), and alms (money given 
to the poor). In the New Testament, Jesus tells the Pharisees 
to continue to tithe, but not to make this the most important 
thing (Matthew 23:23). The apostle Paul would later build on this 
teaching, telling the New Testament Church to set aside a sum of 
money each week to give to the Church, but to live generously.

GO DEEPER: Jesus’ death on the cross was incredibly generous 
– He gave every last bit of Himself to take on a painful and public 
death. What does it mean for you to give and live generously 
towards God and others in response to the generosity of the 
cross? What might God be challenging you to give? 
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Weekly Discussion 
Note here any big ideas, questions or challenges you are  
working through this week. Use the questions below to  
guide your discussion.

1. What questions do you have coming out of this week?

2. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through the texts?

3. What is Jesus challenging you to apply to your life?

4. Pray.
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WEEK 7

How do we  
make more and 
better disciples? 

Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely  

I am with you always, to  

the very end of the age.

MATTHEW 28:19-20M
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WEEK 7 // DAY 1

Big Thought
After almost seven weeks, you have invested a lot of time 
into this conversation with Jesus. Disciple making isn’t these 
conversations alone – it’s putting what we have learned into 
practice (granted this can sometimes happen very slowly) and 
inviting others to do the same. As we are discipled,  
we disciple others.

Disciples disciple.

Simply put, to be a disciple we have to be discipling others.  
It means you live a life that is intentionally revealed to others so 
that they can increasingly submit their life to Jesus while you do 
the same. There is a mutuality to discipleship that we hope you 
have experienced.

Out of this conversation:

1. Who is God calling you to disciple?

2. What will that relationship look like? 

3. What is the next step for your own discipleship?
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WEEK 7 // DAY 2

Your Story 

READ: John 9:1-11

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: The man born blind who Jesus healed simply shared 
his story. What captivates you about his story? What is the story 
you have to tell of how Jesus has benefited your life personally? 
It may not be as dramatic as being physically blind and now 
seeing, but you have a story to tell, a story where Jesus is the 
hero – the main character, the key player.

GO DEEPER: Write out your personal faith story. Don’t worry 
too much about life events, but focus on the events where  
Jesus has been the key player, the hero of the story. 
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WEEK 7 // DAY 3

Sharing Your Story 

READ: Romans 10:14-15 

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: We cannot be ashamed of sharing our faith  
because others might not agree with us or believe what we 
believe.  We must boldly share the good news we have found  
in our relationship with Jesus. How is Jesus the good news in 
your everyday life? All you need to do is share the meaningful 
way Jesus has been real in your life. You aren’t Jesus’ lawyer 
– you don’t need to present an unquestionable case. Tell your 
story. The gospel isn’t just for others, it’s for you, too. Always 
remember this. You aren’t a good person – you are a forgiven 
person. It isn’t being good that God is after, but recognizing our 
limits and receiving His forgiveness. The story we share is one of 
our journey, not of a shiny-finished-product. The story we share 
has to be reflected in the way we live – the risks we take, the 
people we engage with, the welcome we offer. 

GO DEEPER: Practice might not make us perfect, but it definitely 
makes us better. Practice definitely makes progress. So, practise 
sharing your faith story with someone else you trust, and then 
pray for God to give you an opportunity to share it with someone 
else. Need a refresher on telling your story in light of the gospel? 
Check out Week 2 of this book.    
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WEEK 7 // DAY 4

Disciple Maker 

READ: Matthew 28:16-20, Acts 1:8

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: To be a disciple, you have to be following in the  
way of Jesus – that includes making disciples. But disciple  
making is more than sharing your faith, it is helping someone to 
grow in the faith wherever they are at in their journey with God.  
It is helping people to take a next step towards Jesus, inviting 
them into further living out His Lordship in their lives.

GO DEEPER: No need to reinvent the wheel – consider who  
you can start this very book with, in a week or two. (Rest is key! 
You don’t have to toil endlessly when God is the One in charge.) 
Pray for God to reveal names to you, and then go for it!
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WEEK 7 // DAY 5

Hospitality 

READ: Ephesians 2:11-22

REFLECT: 

1. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through this text?

2. What application is Jesus asking of you? 

CONSIDER: When we think of making more disciples, it’s not  
just about connecting with people we easily relate to. Jesus 
brings different people from different backgrounds together as 
one. It doesn’t matter your race, gender, ability, economic status 
or age – we are all equal at the foot of the cross. Jesus calls us to 
invite those who are different from us to join the journey. It isn’t 
easy, comfortable or our natural posture to be radically inclusive 
of others who are not like us, but it is what the call to Christian 
community looks like. It is loving everyone we meet,  
and welcoming them to be one with us.

GO DEEPER: Who do you think of as “different” from you?  
Who might you invite into your home for a coffee, have lunch 
with at work, or ask to go for a walk? You never know how God 
will use the relationships you form. 
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Weekly Discussion 
Note here any big ideas, questions or challenges you are  
working through this week. Use the questions below to  
guide your discussion.

1. What questions do you have coming out of this week?

2. What is the Holy Spirit revealing to you through the texts?

3. What is Jesus challenging you to apply to your life?

4. Pray.
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Now what?
Thank you for exploring Disciple Maker.

Next steps are key – head knowledge is not disciple knowledge. 
To be discipled is to make life change. Use this page to note 
some goals you have, being realistic about how much life change 
any one person can make at a time. Invite the Holy Spirit to  
help you discern where to focus. 

CONSIDER:

1. What are two things you want to implement in the next  
three months?

2. What are action steps you will take to make that happen?

3. What follow-up questions should your disciple maker partner 
ask you to check on progress?
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Glossary of Terms

Baptism: See water baptism.

Bible: See scripture.

Calling: the unique reflection of God’s image in each person 
for Kingdom purposes. Calling is the role God has specifically 
for you – it belongs to Him and not to an employer, position or 
circumstance.

Christian: A believer in Jesus. One who is a practicing disciple  
of Jesus Christ.

Christian community: The practice of choosing to engage  
with Christians in meaningful relationship to make more and  
better disciples.

Christ’s Kingdom: See Kingdom of God.

Church: The people who are set apart from this world as the  
spiritual family of God, on mission for Him. WMB Church is a  
local expression of the larger global Church. 

Communion: The practice of remembering and celebrating the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. Eating the bread symbolizes the 
body of Jesus, broken on the cross and His resurrection from the 
grave, which liberates us from sin. Drinking the cup symbolizes 
the shed blood of Jesus, representing His forgiveness of our sins.

Cross, the: The form of capital punishment used in Rome to 
kill people convicted of wrongdoing during the time of Jesus. 
A person’s ankles and wrists were nailed to two wooden posts 
placed together in the form of a cross and then placed in the 
ground. The person hung from the cross until their lungs filled 
with liquid and they suffocated. Although Jesus had done 
nothing wrong, He was killed on a Roman cross to take the 
punishment for sin. He willingly chose to take the punishment for 
our sin upon Himself, so we could be forgiven of our sin by God.

Denomination: A group of Christian churches that submit to one 
another around a shared confession of faith.
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Disciple: “A disciple is one who increasingly brings all of life 
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and leads others to do the 
same.” – SOMA

Faith: A term referring to actively placing your trust in God.

Father: The first person of the Godhead. The One who is the 
supreme eternal being who created all things out of love. He  
is referred to as Father because He created humans to be in  
a relationship with Him.

Fruit of the Spirit: The nine behaviours evidenced in a Christian’s 
life because the Spirit of God actively lives in them: love, joy, 
patience, peace, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness  
and self-control. 

Full of grace: A person who is not judgmental of others, but 
extends grace, mercy and kindness to all people, regardless  
of their choices in life.

Full of truth: This refers to a person who is willing to speak the 
truth in love, even when it is a hard truth to tell.

Gifts: A reference to giving something to someone or a ministry, 
regardless of need, to bless them in some way.

God’s Spirit: See Holy Spirit.

Good news / Gospel of Jesus: The truth that God came to earth 
in the person of Jesus Christ, died to pay the penalty for our sins 
on our behalf, so that we could re-enter a relationship with God, 
and discover how to live, both today and into eternity in the 
Kingdom of God.

Grace: Giving someone undeserved merit or favour, forgiving  
them even though they do not deserve that forgiveness.

Holy Spirit: The third person of the Godhead, who is equal  
with God the Father and Son, and has always existed. He was 
involved in the creation of the world, came upon people in the 
Old Testament for a specific work in a specific time, and now 
indwells people who place their trust for salvation in Jesus.  
The Spirit of God is our counselor, comforter, and helper.
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Home Group: A WMB Church term for our small groups of 
people who are families of disciples on mission, doing life 
together, pointing one another towards Jesus and inviting  
others to join them on the journey.

Idols: Something we intentionally or inadvertently place as more 
important in our life than God.

Intercede: The act of praying for someone else or for the benefit 
of someone else with fervency before God.

Jesus Christ: The second person of the Godhead, who is equal 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and has always existed. He is 
the physical manifestation of the person of God, revealing to us 
who God is in every way. When He came to live on earth, He was 
fully human and fully God. He lived a perfect life so that He could 
satisfy the wrath of God for our sin and save the world through 
His sacrificial death on the cross, and through His resurrection 
prove that He is who He claimed to be.

Kingdom: A place where someone rules. The Kingdom of God is 
where God rules. The kingdom of darkness is where Satan rules.

Kingdom of God: The place where God rules. God’s desire is that 
we would all submit our lives to His rule, ushering in the Kingdom 
of God here and now and into all eternity. The Kingdom of God 
is being experienced in part now. Since the coming of Christ, we 
get a foreshadow or foretaste of the Kingdom. However, we will 
fully experience the Kingdom of God upon Jesus’ second coming, 
when the earth is recreated into God’s new Kingdom.

Leadership of the church: The pastoral staff, directors, leadership 
board and lay leaders who have been given authority in the 
church, by other leaders in the church.

Lord: The person who rules over a Kingdom and to whom  
people submit their lives as the supreme authority for all things  
in their life.
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Mennonite Brethren (MB) Confession of Faith: The document 
WMB Church submits to, in relation to its theological practices 
and beliefs. It outlines the Mennonite Brethren denominational 
theological positions and beliefs.

Ministry: The active work of Christian service.

Missions: The act of sharing the good news about Jesus in word 
and deed with others.

Missionary: A person who shares the good news about Jesus 
with others.

Offerings: Time, talents and treasures offered or designated  
to God for His use. Offerings include an amount of money given 
to a ministry to further the work of the Kingdom of God.

Pastor: Someone given authority by the local church leadership 
and denomination to care for the spiritual affairs of the local 
church.

Promptings of the Holy Spirit: When the Holy Spirit, who  
resides in every Christian, counsels and guides their life by 
speaking to their conscience to direct them to act or respond  
in a certain way.

Reconciliation: In Christianity, reconciliation is enacted  
through Jesus’ work on the cross. He brings together two 
separate things – a Holy God and a broken people. God’s 
Kingdom reconciles all things back to Himself as well as all  
of us to one another.

Repentance: The act of agreeing with God that you’ve sinned, 
apologizing to God and others for the sin you’ve committed 
against them, turning from that sin, and starting out with the 
desire to live in agreement with God.

Sabbath: A practice of regular rest that names God as Lord  
over our lives. Sabbath, or rest, reveals how God provides for us. 
We rest in response to His love and obedience to His commands. 
He also first modeled rest for us.
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Salvation / Saving work: The process in which a person is born 
again into the family of God, placing their trust in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection, and victory over sin. Salvation 
through Jesus delivers them from the consequences of sin which 
separated them from God, giving them new life, both now and 
into eternity. This decision includes trusting Jesus as Saviour (the 
one who takes their punishment for sin before God) and Lord 
(the one to whom they choose to submit their life daily). 

Scripture (Bible): Scripture is another word used for the Bible. 
“We believe that the entire Bible was inspired by God through 
the Holy Spirit. The same Spirit guides the community of faith 
in the interpretation of Scripture. The person, teaching and life 
of Jesus Christ bring continuity and clarity to both the Old and 
New Testaments. The Old Testament bears witness to Christ, and 
Christ is the one whom the New Testament proclaims. We accept 
the Bible as the infallible Word of God and the authoritative 
guide for faith and practice.” – MB Confession of Faith

Sin: Sin is that which misses the mark of God’s perfect plan for 
our relationship with Him and others. All sins listed in the Bible 
break our relationship with God or other people. God desires that 
we be in perfect relationship with Him and others, and therefore 
has dealt with sin on our behalf through the cross of Jesus.

Sins of commission: Things which we know God says are wrong, 
which we choose to do, or unknowingly do.

Sins of omission: Things we know God says we should do, that 
we choose not to do or unknowingly don’t do.

Son: A reference to Jesus, who is God’s Son. He is fully God, and 
equal to God.

Spirit of God: See Holy Spirit.

Spirit and flesh: A descriptor of the battle between the Spirit 
of God living in us, who desires purity, and our natural human 
physical cravings which often tempt us to sin.
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Spiritual gifts: God-given abilities to serve others in a unique 
capacity. To everyone who becomes a Christian, God gives at 
least one spiritual gift to serve the church. Spiritual gifts are  
listed in Scripture.

Stewarding: The practice of managing something as if it didn’t 
belong to you, but to God.

Submission: The act of allowing someone else’s will to dictate  
your actions.

Temple: The place where God’s Spirit dwells. The Old Testament 
of the Bible refers to this as the place God’s people worship. In 
the New Testament times, it refers to a believer’s physical body.

Testimony: The story of how an individual has personally 
experienced God at work in their life, also known as a person’s 
faith story.

Water baptism: “Our church practises water baptism by full 
immersion administered by the local church. Baptism by water 
is a public sign that a person has repented of sins, received 
forgiveness of sins, died with Christ to sin, been raised to 
newness of life, and received the Holy Spirit. Baptism is a sign of 
the believer’s incorporation into the body of Christ as expressed 
in the local church. Baptism is also a pledge to serve Christ 
according to the gifts given to each person.” – MB Confession  
of Faith

Witness: The act of publicly sharing your testimony of who Jesus 
is in your life, and your desire to follow Him.

Worship: The practice of giving God praise by submitting all of 
our life to Him.
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Appendix

Gospel Fluency Tool

1

4 3

2

CREATION

God made me...
• for good purpose.

• on purpose.

Even when...
• I don’t know what 

it is.

RESTORATION REDEMPTION

FALL

God’s plan is for me...
• not against me.

• and it’s always good.

• and it’s always 
better than my  
own plan.

Even when...
• it doesn’t feel good.

Jesus is the only way...
• to God/salvation/freedom/peace/life/Heaven.

• back to God’s purpose and plan.

Even when...
• it’s not my way.

• other ways feel better or make more sense.

• I can’t see the way (yet).
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Tru
st

Sin

N
e
w

B
ROKENNESS

JESUS

G
O

D’S DESIG
N

CREATION
God made me.

RESTORATION REDEMPTION

FALL
God’s plan is  

for me.

Jesus is the only way.
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