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September 30, 2018 

 

Dear WMB Church Member, 
We are writing this letter to you as an existing member at WMB Church, in order to 
invite you to participate in a fresh and significant way within our church family. 
Attached you will find the WMB Church Covenant for Existing Members, which has 
been created over the past several years by a special task force of the WMB Church 
Leadership Board. Today, we are excited to share it with you! 
 
What is it, exactly, you might ask? 
 
Good question! The Church Covenant for Existing Members articulates the various 
things all existing members have held in common since the day they first became 
members of WMB Church. It centres on our Mennonite Brethren Confession of Faith, 
along with WMB Church’s mission and vision. Ultimately, it provides guidance as we 
seek to discern God’s direction for us collectively as the Body of Christ, and it helps 
to clarify how we make decisions as voting members. 
 
Why now?  
 
We realize that you are already a member, and we’re thankful that you are! While all 
people are openly welcomed into our Sunday services and various ministries, the 
members of WMB Church hold a special place and responsibility in our church family. 
As we covenant together, we are reminded of the privilege we hold in common as 
the ones called to discern God’s direction for His Church. The General Operating By-
Law for WMB Church, which was put in place by our WMB Church membership in 
2004, calls members into this kind of Biblical community with one another, bound 
together by a Church Covenant. And while it’s true that portions of the covenant 
speak to the legal obligations of membership, the call is primarily to Christ’s call for 
God’s people to be a collective witness for Him, in our homes, city and world. 
 
What are we asking of you?  

 
 Read over the attached Church Covenant. 
 Then, sometime before October 28, 2018: 

o Sign and return it to the church office (scan/photo and email, or drop-
off a hard copy), or 

o Reply back with a list of your questions, or request a time to meet and 
chat further (membership@wmbchurch.ca). 

 
Further Information: 
 
We’re providing several links for those of you who’d like to do some further 
background reading (also available at wmbchurch.ca/covenant). This is purely 
optional, but we hope it will be helpful, given that these are referenced in the 
attached Church Covenant document itself. 

 WMB Church General Operating Bylaw (2004) 

 

mailto:membership@wmbchurch.ca?subject=Signed%20Covenant
mailto:membership@wmbchurch.ca?subject=Questions
http://wmbchurch.ca/covenant
http://wmbchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/WMB-By-laws-1.pdf
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 Discover WMB booklet, including women-in-ministry-leadership statement on 
page 40 (2016) 

 Ten-Year Disciple Resource Guide 
 MB Confession of Faith  
 WMB Church Constitution documentation (Letters Patent) 

 
Thank you for being part of the WMB Church story in so many ways. You are 
appreciated, and deeply loved. 
 
Sincerely,  

The WMB Church Leadership Board 
membership@wmbchurch.ca 

http://wmbchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Letters-Patent.pdf
http://wmbchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/The-10-Year-Disciple_Oct16_LowRes.pdf
mailto:membership@wmbchurch.ca?subject=Questions
http://wmbchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/DiscoverDiscipleship_DiscoverWMB_Booklet_Oct16_Web.pdf
http://www.mennonitebrethren.ca/mb-beliefs/the-mb-confession-of-faith-detailed-edition/
http://wmbchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/The-10-Year-Disciple_Oct16_LowRes.pdf
http://wmbchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/DiscoverDiscipleship_DiscoverWMB_Booklet_Oct16_Web.pdf


 

WMB Church Covenant for Existing Members 

Introduction: 

The WMB Church Covenant invites believers to a deeper level of relationship, both with Jesus 

and with others who call WMB their church home. While all people are openly welcomed into 

our Sunday services and the various ministries of WMB Church, Covenant Members carry 

additional privileges and responsibilities for decision-making within our broader church 

family, in order to further the vision and mission of WMB Church. The Church Covenant is an 

integral aspect of membership at WMB Church under our General Operating By-law1. 

What is it? 

Covenant Membership identifies a common bond with all other Covenant Members at WMB 

Church. It is intended for baptized believers who are committed to following Jesus and are 

invested in the Mennonite Brethren Confession of Faith, and to WMB Church’s discipleship 

focus and mission expressions. It identifies those who hold a decision-making role in the 

WMB Church family, and supports Covenant Members in fulfilling their membership role. 

Why do we need this? 

Portions of this covenant speak to the legal obligations of membership, as outlined in WMB 

Church’s General Operating By-Law. However, the call is primarily a call to biblical 

community, and to Christ’s call for God’s people to be a collective witness in our homes, city 

and world. 

I. Invitation to Existing Members Regarding Covenant Membership at WMB Church: 

As an existing Member at WMB Church, I, ___________________________________, wish to 

covenant in membership at WMB Church, according to the following:  

1. I continue to profess Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and to commit myself to the 

biblical lifestyle and behaviour of a follower of Christ, as outlined in the Mennonite 

Brethren Confession of Faith, and WMB’s Characteristics of a 10 Year Disciple 

Resource Guide. 

2. I have previously been baptized as a believer, according to the MB Confession of Faith 

(Believers’ baptism is based on an individual’s own decision for Christ, followed by 

baptism). My baptism took place at (check one): 

_____WMB Church; or 

_____Another Christ-centred church practicing believers’ baptism. 

3. I am currently of the age of majority. 

4. I continue to agree to the privileges, rights and responsibilities of Covenant Members, 

and to commit to the following: 

a. attend Sunday morning services on a regular basis, as I am able; 

b. participate in Communion as administered by the Church, as I am able; 

c. financially support the work of the Church as the Lord directs and personal 

circumstances permit; 

                                            

1 General Operating By-Law #1, dated September, 2004 

 



d. participate in Church activities and ministries as the Lord directs and personal 

circumstances permit; 

e. minister to the spiritual needs of others as part of the Body of Christ, including 

accountability relating to Christian behaviour and conduct issues; 

f. respect and submit to the spiritual authority and procedures of the Church, as 

expressed in the Church Constitution;  

g. attend and participate at Meetings of Members, as I am able; 

h. vote either in person or by proxy at all Meetings of Members.  

5. I have read through the Mennonite Brethren Confession of Faith and will continue to 

support this confession in word and deed.  

6. I will support WMB Church’s vision, mission, values, strategic direction, and mission 

expressions. 

7. I understand that this Covenant Membership will be renewed from time-to-time, as 

decided by the WMB Church Leadership Board, and that Covenant Membership is the 

necessary step for an individual to continue to be a legal, voting member of WMB 

Church. 

II. Invitation and Calling to Discipleship: 

Followers of Jesus are called to a life-long journey of discipleship by taking an intentional 

step closer to Jesus, and to others on a daily basis. WMB Church is therefore committed to 

investing in the discipleship of all who attend here. Covenant Members recognize the value of 

seeking Jesus alongside others in the circumstances of life, in the practice of faith, and in 

Christ’s mission to reach others, and are invited to grow in their own discipleship, while also 

helping others in their journey. 

In order to support our Covenant Members in fulfilling their responsibilities as set out in 

Section I, WMB Church invites you to participate in the following: 

1. WMB’s 4-6 week Disciple Maker courses, as you are able, both for your own growth 

and also as a resource to walk alongside others in their discipleship journey. 

2. The transforming work of Jesus by growing in and taking intentional discipleship 

steps, as outlined in WMB’s Characteristics of a 10 Year Disciple Resource Guide, 

including service and stewardship. 

3. A WMB Church Community Group and/or Home Group. Community Groups include all 

mid-sized connection groups and ministry teams, which are larger than a Home Group 

and smaller than a Sunday morning service. 

 

DATED the______ day of ____________, 20____. 

        

 

____________________________________ 

        Name 

 

____________________________________ 

        Signature 

 


