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THE GREAT 
COMMISSION 
MATTHEW 28:16-20 
 
 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus gives us a job to do. 
 
Key Verse: 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” | Romans 10:15b 
(NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
Before the children arrive: 
• Review this lesson plan, the Big Idea, and the Key Verse. 
• Prepare for each of the activities and have the Life Story introductory 

activities ready to do. 
• Pray for your group. 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Maze Free Play  
Introduce this month’s Big Idea as the children work on a maze. 

2. Making Food for Friends Free Play 
Pretend to prepare food together and share it with others. 

3. Parachute Large Group 
Play with a parachute and emphasize that we can tell people from all 
around the world about Jesus. 

 

 

CIRCLE TIME! 
4. Music  Large Group 

Sing and dance along to “Stop and Go” (Little Praise Party: Taste and See). 
5. Bible Story Large Group 

Read “The Great Commission” flip book. 
6. Key Verse Activity Large Group 

Begin to memorize the new Key Verse by removing parts of it. 
 

 
7. Small Group Activity Small Groups 

Discuss places where the children could tell others about Jesus. 
8. Craft Large Group 

Make megaphones and use them to say, “Jesus loves you!” 
9. If Time Permits: Follow the Leader Large Group 

Focus on feet in an active game that reinforces this month’s Key Verse. 
 

 
10. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 



!
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1. MAZE 
 
Supplies:  
• Paper towels 
• Laminated 

mazes 
• Washable 

markers 

Before the Activity: 
• Before the children arrive, dampen some paper 

towels with water. 
• Place the supplies together on a table. 
 
Leader Tip: 
• Repeat free-play activities as long as they engage the 

children. Then invite a new group to do them.  
 
Instructions: 
a. During free play, invite a couple of children at a time 

to join you at the table with the maze supplies. 
b. Show them how to go through the maze using a 

marker or a finger.  
c. As they work on the maze, introduce the Big Idea for 

this month: Jesus gives us a job to do. Explain that 
we should tell others about Jesus! 

d. When finished, wipe off the laminated page with a 
paper towel, and then invite someone else to try it. 

 
2. MAKING FOOD FOR FRIENDS 
 
Supplies:  
• Kitchen centre 
• Toy food 
• Toy dishes 
• (Optional) 

Supply bin lid 

Instructions: 
a. Invite a few children to join you at the kitchen centre 

during free-play time. 
b. Pretend to prepare food together. Talk about what 

you’re making. Be imaginative! 
c. As everyone plays, explain that Jesus gives us a job 

to do. Jesus wants us to tell people about him! 
d. Share the pretend food with one of the other leaders 

or children in the group. A supply bin lid could be used 

as a serving tray. 
e. Encourage everyone to tell others about Jesus as they 

share their food. 
 
3. PARACHUTE  
 
Supplies: 
• Parachute 
• Hearts 
• Globe ball 

 
  

Before the Activity: 
• Spread out the parachute on the floor in an open area.  
  
Leader Tips: 
• Arrange the leaders around the parachute to help the 

children as needed. 
• Having trouble keeping everyone focused during this 

activity? Try doing it sitting down. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone to sit or stand around the outside of 

the parachute. 
b. Explain your expectations for how the children will 

listen to you and handle the parachute. 
c. Direct them to hold onto its edges.  
d. Raise and lower the parachute together. Help the 

children as needed. 
e. Toss the hearts and globe ball onto the parachute and 

challenge everyone to keep them from falling off. If 
they do, guide the children to take turns picking them 
up and putting them back on the parachute. 

f. As you play, tell the children that God loves each of 
them—he loves people from all around the world! 

g. Encourage everyone to name some countries or 
places where they could tell others about Jesus. 
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CIRCLE TIME! 
 
Supplies:  
• Media player 
• Tidy up and/or circle time songs 
 
Instructions: 
a. Make sure the media player is easy to access during circle time. 
b. Play music while clearing space on the floor. 
c. Gather the children into a circle to do the following activities together. 
d. Change the order of the circle time activities so they work well for your group. 
 

4. MUSIC 
 
Supplies: 
• Song lyrics  
• Wall-safe tape 
• Media player 
• “Stop and Go” 

(Little Praise 
Party: Taste and 
See) 

• (Optional) 
Scarves or 
musical 
instruments 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the lyrics where leaders can read them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Be enthusiastic to set the tone for the children! 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone together during circle time. 
b. (Optional) Give each child a scarf or instrument. 
c. Mix it up each week! Play the music and: 

• do a fun freeze-style dance. 
• wave around the scarves. 
• use the musical instruments. 
• make up fun actions that go with the songs.  

d. To wrap up, guide the children to return any supplies 
to the bin. 

5. BIBLE STORY 
 
Supplies: 
• “The Great 

Commission” 
flip book (from 
Matthew 28:16-
20) 

Leader Tip: 
• This story is the core of the lesson. Build up to it and 

be sure to refer to it in other activities. 
 
Instructions: 
a. During circle time, gather the children to sit on the 

floor with you. 
b. Explain that today’s story is from the Bible. 
c. Read the story out loud. Use an expressive voice and 

show everyone the pictures. 
d. Pray, “Dear God, thank you for today, for our friends, 

and that we can learn about you. Help us to 
remember to tell others about Jesus. Amen.”  

 
6. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse cards 

with hook-and-
loop fasteners 
on the backs 

• Fuzzy play 
panel (or flannel 
board) 

Leader Tips: 
• Make sure everyone knows what the good news is. 

Jesus came to show us God’s love and teach us how 
to live and serve. He died for our sins and then came 
back to life! 

• If the children want to say the verse on their own, 
encourage them to try it. However, don’t force 
anyone to do it. Memorization is easier for some 
people than it is for others. 
 

Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone around a fuzzy play panel. 
b. Stick the Key Verse cards onto the panel in order. 
c. Read aloud the verse together several times. 
d. Remove one card at a time and see if the group (or an 

individual) can still say the verse. 
e. Repeat if there’s time and interest. 
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7. SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Megaphone 

activity page 
• Marker 
• Wall-safe tape 

Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone into their small groups.  
b. Discuss our job to tell others about Jesus. Ask the 

children where they could tell others about Jesus. 
c. Write their answers along with their names on the 

activity page. 
d. Hang the page where parents will see it when they 

pick up their children. 
 
8. CRAFT 
 
Supplies: 
• Megaphone 

templates 
• Stickers 
• Markers 
• Tape 

Leader Tip: 
• Make sure the children’s names are on their crafts.  
 

 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit at a table. 
b. Give each child a template and some stickers. 
c. Place the markers where everyone can reach them. 
d. Encourage the children to decorate their 

megaphones with plenty of colours and stickers. 
e. When they’re done, show them how to roll their 

megaphone into a cone shape. 
f. Give them a piece of tape to hold it together. 
g. Prompt everyone to use their megaphones and say, 

“Jesus loves you!” 
 
9. IF TIME PERMITS: FOLLOW THE LEADER  
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 

 
  

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the Key Verse sign where everyone can see it. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone in an open area. 
b. Let the children know that you’re going to play a 

game of Follow the Leader. 
c. As you lead them around your group’s space, focus on 

actions that involve feet (e.g., hopping, walking in a 
variety of ways, tiptoeing, etc.). 

d. Wrap up close to the Key Verse sign. 
e. Read aloud the verse together with the children. 
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10. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Children’s crafts  
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any take-home materials where everyone can 

access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

children’s experiences. Many parents will only hear 
about the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their children. 
b. Give everyone take-home cards and colouring pages.  
c. Remind them to take any crafts. 
d. Make sure the children’s security numbers match 

parents’ numbers before they leave. 
 


