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PETER 
ACTS 12:4-17 
 
 
 
Big Idea: 
Jesus gives us a job to do. 
 
Key Verse: 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” | Romans 10:15b 
(NIRV) 
 
Leader Tips: 
Before the children arrive: 
• Review this lesson plan, the Big Idea, and the Key Verse. 
• Prepare for each of the activities and have the Life Story introductory 

activities ready to do. 
• Pray for your group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Peter Match Free Play  
Introduce today’s Bible story in a colour-matching game. 

2. Who Can We Tell About Jesus? Free Play 
Colour an activity page and write the names of people who the children 
want to tell about Jesus. 

3. Wake Up! Large Group 
Pretend to be Peter as an angel wakes him up and leads him from prison. 

 

 

CIRCLE TIME! 
4. Music  Large Group 

Sing and dance along to “Stop and Go” (Little Praise Party: Taste and See). 
5. Bible Story Large Group 

Read “Peter” in The Big Bible Storybook (p. 231). 
6. Key Verse Activity Large Group 

Say the Key Verse together and do actions to help the children 
remember it. 

 

 
7. Craft Large Group 

Colour a picture while reviewing the story about Peter. 
8. If Time Permits: Instrument Parade Large Group 

Parade around your group’s space while praising Jesus! 
 

 
9. Dismissal 

Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials. 
 

  



!
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1. PETER MATCH 
 
Supplies:  
• Two sets of 

matching Peter 
cards 

Before the Activity: 
• Arrange one set of cards face up on a table before the 

children arrive. Stack the other set of cards and place 
them nearby. 

 
Leader Tip: 
• Repeat free-play activities as long as they engage the 

children. Then invite a new group to do them. 
 
Instructions: 
a. During free-play time, invite small groups of children 

to join you at the table with the cards. 
b. Point at the picture of Peter and let everyone know 

that today’s Bible story is about him.  
c. Guide the children to take turns picking up a card 

from the stack and placing it on the matching colour 
card on the table. 

d. When all the cards are matched, remind everyone 
that Jesus gives us a job to do! He wants us to tell 
others about him. Peter did this important job and 
told many people about Jesus.  

 

2. WHO CAN WE TELL ABOUT JESUS? 
 
Supplies:  
• Activity page 
• Crayons 
• Wall-safe tape 

Leader Tips: 
• You could tape the activity page to a table to keep it 

from moving around as the children work. 
• Note that this group activity is not today’s craft. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Invite a few children at a time to join you at a table 

with the supplies during free play. 
b. Encourage them to colour the page. 
c. Ask who they would like to tell about Jesus. 
d. Write these people’s names along with the children’s 

names in the speech bubble on the page. 
e. Hang the completed group work where parents will 

see it at pick-up time. 
 
3. WAKE UP!  
 
Supplies: 
• None 

 
  

Instructions: 
a. Gather the children in an open, carpeted area. 
b. Tell them that soon they will hear a story about Peter. 

He was in prison because he told many people about 
Jesus. One night when he was asleep, an angel 
arrived! The angel woke up Peter and told him to 
dress quickly. Then they left the prison. Peter thought 
it was all a dream! 

c. Ask everyone to lie down on the carpeted floor. 
d. Encourage them to pretend to be asleep like Peter. 
e. Have a leader pretend to be an angel and wake them 

up.  
f. Lead the children to pretend to dress quickly and 

follow the angel out of prison. 
g. Repeat as long as there’s interest. 
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CIRCLE TIME! 
 
Supplies:  
• Media player 
• Tidy up and/or circle time songs 
 
Instructions: 
a. Make sure the media player is easy to access during circle time. 
b. Play music while clearing space on the floor. 
c. Gather the children into a circle to do the following activities together. 
d. Change the order of the circle time activities so they work well for your group. 
 

4. MUSIC 
 
Supplies: 
• Song lyrics  
• Wall-safe tape 
• Media player 
• “Stop and Go” 

(Little Praise 
Party: Taste and 
See) 

• (Optional) 
Scarves or 
musical 
instruments 

Before the Activity: 
• Hang the lyrics where leaders can read them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Be enthusiastic to set the tone for the children! 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone together during circle time. 
b. (Optional) Give each child a scarf or instrument. 
c. Mix it up each week! Play the music and: 

• do a fun freeze-style dance. 
• wave around the scarves. 
• use the musical instruments. 
• make up fun actions that go with the songs.  

d. To wrap up, guide the children to return any supplies 
to the bin. 

5. BIBLE STORY 
 
Supplies: 
• “Peter” (from 

Acts 12:4-17)  
in The Big Bible 
Storybook  
(p. 231) 

Leader Tip: 
• Make sure the children understood the story by 

asking them recall questions to review it. 
 
Instructions: 
a. During circle time, gather the children to sit on the 

floor with you. 
b. Remind everyone that Jesus gives us a job to do.  
c. Explain that today’s story is from the Bible. Highlight 

that just before this story began, Peter was busy 
doing the job that Jesus gave him to do. Peter told 
everyone about Jesus!  

d. Read the story out loud. Use an expressive voice and 
show everyone the pictures. 

e. To wrap up, pray, “Dear God, thank you for answering 
the prayers of Peter’s friends and looking after him. 
Thank you for looking after us, too! Please help us tell 
others about Jesus, just like Peter did. Amen.” 
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6. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY 
 
Supplies: 
• Key Verse sign 
• Wall-safe tape 

Before the Activity: 
• Place the Key Verse sign where everyone can see it.  
 
Leader Tip: 
• Remind everyone that Jesus came to show us God’s 

love and teach us how to live and serve. He died for 
our sins and then came back to life. This is good news! 
 

Instructions: 
a. Gather the children together in an open area. 
b. Lead everyone to say Romans 10:15 with you and do 

the following actions:  
“How [hold hands palms up as if asking a question] 
beautiful [point at face and smile]  
are the feet [stamp feet]  
of those [point to others]  
who bring [pull both arms back in towards you] 
good news!” [pump fists in the air] 

c. Repeat as long as there’s time and interest. 
 
 

 
 
7. CRAFT 
 
Supplies: 
• Peter activity 

pages 
• Markers 

Leader Tip: 
• Make sure everyone’s names are on their crafts. 
 
Instructions: 
a. Gather the children to sit at a table. 
b. Give each child an activity page. 
c. Place the crayons where everyone can reach them. 
d. Direct the children to colour their pictures. Encourage 

them to use a variety of crayons. 
e. As they work on their crafts, review the Bible story 

about Peter. Help the children recall what happened. 
Emphasize that Jesus gives us a job to do. He wants 
us to tell others about him. That’s what Peter was 
doing as the beginning of today’s story! 
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8. IF TIME PERMITS: INSTRUMENT PARADE  
 
Supplies: 
• Media player 
• Musical 

instruments 
 

  

Before the Activity: 
• Cue up a fun praise song that your group enjoys. 
 
Leader Tip: 
• You could do this activity with or without background 

music and with or without the instruments. Do what 
works best for your group! 

 
Instructions: 
a. Gather everyone in an open area. 
b. Give each child an instrument. 
c. Tell the children that you’re going to have a parade to 

praise Jesus! Together you will thank him that we can 
know him and that we can tell others about him. 

d. Play the music and lead the children in a fun parade. 
e. Pause the music periodically and lead everyone to 

shout the Big Idea: Jesus gives us a job to do. 
f. To wrap up, ask the children which job Jesus gives us 

to do. (Tell others about Jesus!)  

 
 
9. DISMISSAL 
 
Supplies: 
• Children’s crafts  
• Take-home 

cards 
• Key Verse 

colouring pages 
 

Before Dismissal: 
• Place any take-home materials where everyone can 

access them easily. 
 
Leader Tip:  
• Take a moment to share with parents about their 

children’s experiences. Many parents will only hear 
about the morning from you. 

 
Instructions: 
a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their children. 
b. Give everyone take-home cards. 
c. If they have not yet gotten a colouring page for the 

month, offer them one.  
d. Remind them to take any crafts. 
e. Make sure the children’s security numbers match 

parents’ numbers before they leave. 
 


