MISSION | Week 3

SAUL MEETS
JESUS

ACTS 9

Bigldea:
Jesus gives us a job to do.

Key Verse:
"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" | Romans 10:15b
(NIRV)

Leader Tips:

Before the children arrive:

* Review this lesson plan, the Big Idea, and the Key Verse.

* Prepare for each of the activities and have the Life Story introductory
activities ready to do.

* Pray for your group.

PRESCHOOL

1. Connect the Dots Free Play
Connect the dots to reveal a picture from today's Bible story.

2. Blinded by the Light FreePlay
Play with flashlights to introduce the bright light that stopped Saul.

3. OntheRoad to Damascus Large Group
Have fun pretending to travel towards Damascus.

@ God Story

CIRCLE TIME!

4. Music Large Group
Sing and dance along to "Stop and Go" (Little Praise Party: Taste and See).

5. BibleStory Large Group
Read "A new way to see" in The Jesus Storybook Bible (p. 334).

6. Key Verse Activity Large Group

10.

Review and memorize this month's Key Verse by removing parts of it.

Small Group Activity Small Groups
Discuss how Saul might have felt when he met Jesus.
Craft Large Group

Create a picture frame that the children can give to a loved one.

If Time Permits: Follow the Leader Large Group
Focus on feet in an active game that reinforces this month’s Key Verse.

Dismissal
Connect with parents and give them the take-home materials.

Curriculum Materials for 4-5-Year-Olds © June 2019 The Meeting House. All Rights Reserved. | Page 10of 5






MISSION | Week 3

1. CONNECT THEDOTS

Supplies:

* Paper towels

e Laminated
Connect the
Dots activity
pages

e \Washable
markers

PRESCHOOL

Before the Activity:

Before the children arrive, dampen some paper
towels with water.
Place the supplies together on a table.

Leader Tip:

Repeat free-play activities as long as they engage the
children. Then invite a new group to do them.

Instructions:

d.

b.

During free play, invite a couple of children at a time
tojoin you at the table where you set up the supplies.
Show them how to connect the first two dots on an
activity page. Use a washable marker or your finger.
Encourage the children to connect all the dots to
reveal the picture. Help them count the numbered
dots as needed.

Explain that in today's story from the Bible, they'll hear
about a man named Saul. He's the person shown in
the picture. Jesus loved Saul very much—just as Jesus
loves us!

When finished, wipe off the laminated page with a
paper towel, and then invite someone else to try it.

Big Idea: Jesus gives us a job to do.

2.BLINDED BY THE LIGHT
Supplies: Leader Tips:
* Flashlights * You could bring your own flashlight from home or use

* Black paper

the light on a phone, which may be brighter than the
provided flashlights.

This flashlight could also be used in the On the Road
to Damascus activity.

Instructions:

d.

C.

During free-play time, invite small groups of children
to play with the flashlights. Encourage them to shine
their lights on the black paper.

As everyone plays, point out how bright the flashlights
are. Explain that in today’s Bible story they'll hear
about a man named Saul. He was blinded by a light
that was much brighter than these flashlights!

To wrap up, say, "l wonder what happened to Saul?”

3.ONTHE ROAD TO DAMASCUS

Supplies:
» (Optional)
Flashlight

Instructions:

a.
b.

Gather everyone in an open area.

Direct the children to follow you as you pretend to
walk to the city of Damascus.

Lead them in a variety of fun movements. Turn left
and right as if you're following a real road.

Have another leader meet the group on the “road,”
using the flashlight to create a bright light that stops
everyone. Alternatively, you could use hand motions
and pretend to see a bright light.

Explain that Jesus stopped Saul with a bright light on
the road to Damascus because he had a job for Saul to
do. Jesus gives us a job to do, too!
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MISSION | Week 3

@ God Story

CIRCLE TIME!

Supplies:
* Media player

 Tidy up and/or circle time songs

Instructions:

a. Make sure the media player is easy to access during circle time.
b. Play music while clearing space on the floor.
¢. Gather the children into a circle to do the following activities together.

d. Change the order of the circle time activities so they work well for your group.

4. MUSIC

Supplies:

* Songlyrics

* Wall-safe tape

* Media player

* "Stopand Go"
(Little Praise
Party: Taste and
See)

* (Optional)
Scarves or
musical
instruments

PRESCHOOL

Before the Activity:

Hang the lyrics where leaders can read them easily.

Leader Tip:

Be enthusiastic to set the tone for the children!

Instructions:

a.
b.
C.

Gather everyone together during circle time.
(Optional) Give each child a scarf or instrument.

Mix it up each week! Play the music and:

* doafun freeze-style dance.

* wave around the scarves.

* use the musical instruments.

* make up fun actions that go with the songs.

To wrap up, guide the children to return any supplies
to the bin.

5. BIBLE STORY
Supplies: Leader Tip:
* "Anew way to * Define any difficult words or concepts for the children
see” (from Acts before reading the story.
6-9,12-28;
Colossians 2; Instructions:
Romans &; a. During circle time, gather the children to sit on the
Ephesians 2) floor with you.
in The Jesus b. Explain that today's story is from the Bible.
Storybook Bible | c. Read the story out loud. Use an expressive voice and
(p.334-341) show everyone the pictures.
d. Pray, "Dear God, thank you for sending us Jesus.
Thank you that he wants to know us and love us. We
love you and we know you love us, too! Amen.”
6. KEY VERSE ACTIVITY
Supplies: Leader Tips:

Key Verse cards
with hook-and-
loop fasteners
on the backs
Fuzzy play
panel (or flannel
board)

Big Idea: Jesus gives us a job to do.

Make sure everyone knows what the good news is.
Jesus came to show us God's love and teach us how
to live and serve. He died for our sins and then came
back to life!

If the children want to say the verse on their own,
encourage them to try it. However, don't force
anyone to do it. Memorization is easier for some
people than it is for others.

Instructions:

Q

b
C.
d

®

Gather everyone around a fuzzy play panel.

. Stick the Key Verse cards onto the panel in order.

Read aloud the verse together several times.

. Remove one card at a time and see if the group (or an

individual) can still say the verse.
Repeat if there's time and interest.
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MISSION | Week 3

7.SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY
Supplies: Before the Activity:
» Black paper * Inthe middle of the black paper, use chalk to write,

Light-coloured
chalk
Wall-safe tape

8.CRAFT

Supplies:

Picture frame
cutouts
Stickers
Markers
(Alternate) Key
Verse picture
frame cutouts

PRESCHOOL

"How do you think Saul felt when he met Jesus?"

Instructions:

a.
b.
C.

Gather everyone into their small groups.

Ask: How do you think Saul felt when he met Jesus?
Write the children’s responses and their names
around the question.

Remind everyone that Jesus gives us a job to do.
Jesus wants us to tell others about him!

Hang the paper where parents will see it when they
pick up their children.

Leader Tips:

Be sensitive to the fact that some children may not
have a father. Ask them who takes care of them.
If it's not Father's Day, use the Key Verse picture
frames. Emphasize Romans 10:15 and the Big Idea.
Make sure everyone's names are on their crafts.

Instructions:

a.
b.
C.

Gather the children to sit at a table.

Give each child a picture frame cutout.

Place the stickers and markers where everyone can
reach them.

Encourage the children to decorate their frames.

Talk about ways their fathers (or uncles, grandfathers,

etc.) show love to them. Remind everyone that Jesus

f.

Big Idea: Jesus gives us a job to do.

loves them, too!
Suggest that they take home their crafts and give
them to their dads (see Leader Tips).

9. IF TIME PERMITS: FOLLOW THE LEADER

Supplies:
e Key Verse sign
* Wall-safe tape
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Before the Activity:

Hang the Key Verse sign where everyone can see it.

Instructions:

a.
b.

®

Gather everyone in an open area.

Let the children know that you're going to play a
game of Follow the Leader.

As you lead them around your group’s space, focus on
actions that involve feet (e.g., hopping, walkingin a
variety of ways, tiptoeing, etc.).

Wrap up close to the Key Verse sign.

Read aloud the verse together with the children.
Remind everyone that Jesus gives us a job to do!
This job is to tell others about Jesus.



MISSION | Week 3 Big Idea: Jesus gives us a job to do.

@ Our Story

10. DISMISSAL
Supplies: Before Dismissal:
+ Children'scrafts | ¢ Place any take-home materials where everyone can
e Take-home access them easily.
cards
* Key Verse Leader Tip:

colouring pages | ¢ Take a moment to share with parents about their
children’s experiences. Many parents will only hear
about the morning from you.

Instructions:

a. Greet parents as they arrive to pick up their children.

b. Give everyone take-home cards.

c. Ifthey have not yet gotten a colouring page for the
month, offer them one.

d. Remind them to take any crafts.

e. Make sure the children’s security numbers match
parents' numbers before they leave.
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